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Relating to the 
Quakers TYTHE BILL: 
„12. . 


I. Tat Caſe of the People called QuARk ERS. 
II. ExrRA ers from the yearly Epiſtles of Meet- 
ing of Quaters held in London relating to 
Tyrn Es. 
II. A Supplemental Ex r RAC from the Qua- 
kers yearly Epiſtles relating to their Sufferings. 
IV. REMARKS upon a Bill now depending in Par- 
liament, to enlarge, amend; and render more ef- 
feltual the Laws now in being for the more eaſy 
Recovery of Tythes, Church-rates, and Oblati- 
ons, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues from the People 
called QUaxzRs: And alſo Remarks upon a 
printed Paper, intitled, The Caſe of the People 
called QUAaKERs. 
V. Tar Country Parſor's Plea againſt the Duakers 
Tythe-Bill: Humbly addreſſed t to the Commons 
of Great-Britain aſſembled in Parliament, 


To which is added, R 


1 Ax AxswER to the Country Parſon's Plea againſt 
| the Quakers Tythe Bill. In a Letter to the 
R. R. Author. By a Member of the Houle of 


Commons. 
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: | | . Relating to "a | i 
Yakers TVT HE BILL. 
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No I. The Caſe of the PEOPLE called Qu Ak ERS. 


„NN the 7th and 8th Years of the Reign 

of King William the Third, An Het 
was paſſed for the more eaſy Recovery 
of ſmall Tythes, Offerings, Oblations, 
Obventions or Compoſitions, not exceed- 
ing the Yearly Value of Forty Shillings, 
6 from any One Perſon, in a ſummary 
Way by Fuftice's Warrant; which was continued by an 
Act of the 11th and 12th of the ſaid King, and was 
made perpetual by an Ad of the 3d and 4th of Queen 
Anne. | : 

In the 7th and 8th-Years of the Reign of K. Villiam 
the III. in an Ae for accepting the Solemn Afirmation of 
the People called Puakers, like Remedy is provided for the 
Recovery of Tythes and Church- Rates from Duakers who 
| ſhall refuſe to pay the ſame, the Sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds; which AQ being Temporary, was continued 
by a ſubſequent Act; and was by an AG of the Iſt of 
King George the Firſt, extended to all Rates, Cu/tomary 
or other Rights, Dues, or Payments, belonging to any 
Church or Chapel, to be paid for the Maintenance of any 
Ainiſter or Curate in any Church or Chapel, 


* 


c „ . 
DS, | „ „ ne 


1 


*P heſe Adds, is bumbiy e were intended 
not only for the Eaſe of the Proſecutor, but alſo to pre- 
vent Oppreſſive and ruinous Proſecutions. 

Notwithſtanding which, there have been proſecuted 
in the Exchequer, Eccle fiaftical, and other Courts, -in 
England and Wales, for Demands recoverable by. the 
ſaid Acts, above Eleven Hundred of the People called 
Qualers, of whom near Three Hundred were commit- 
ted to Priſon, and ſeveral of them died Priſoners. 

Theſe Proſecutions, though frequently commenced for 
Trivial Sums, from Four ; 98 to Five Shillings, and 

reat Part of them for Sums not exceeding Forty Shillings, 
inn been attended with ſuch heavy Coſts, and rigorous 
Executions, that about Eight Hundred Pounds have been 
taken from Ten of them, where the original Demand 
did not amount to Fifteen Pounds. 
By ſuch Proſecutions, the favourable Intent of the 
aforeſaid Acts is in a great Meaſure fruſtrated; and many 
2 the ſaid People ſuffer, as if no ſnch laws were in Be- 
Though Chriſtian Charity muſt admit, that their 
Refuſal of fach Demands is purely Conſcientious ; fince 
no rational Man, conſidering his Circumſtances and Fa- 
mily, would incur ſuch ſevere ſufferings on any other 
-- Account. : : 


1 


ſecutions, frequently attended with Excommunicati- 
ons and Impriſonments, be not Grievances which call 


| for Redreſs; and whether it be not reaſonable to 


| Reſtrain the Proſecutors from Te fo Ruins 
FF . ous and Deſtructive, 

wt - | | N UMBER II. 

7 # XTRACTS ; from the yearly Epiſtles 4 Mating of 
IB Quakers, beld in London relating io T'Y THES, 


A T a Time when the Quakers are deſiring a very 

uncommon Favour. from the Parliament, in rela- 

tion to their Tythes, it cannot be improper. to inform 
the Publick, from their own Declarations, made in 
moſt hos Manner, what their true Sentiments an 


real Yiews ey with reſpe& to Tythes. The 


Tis therefore humbly {ubmitted, Whether ſuch "BY 5 
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The common Suppoſition is, That the Qualert mean 
CY by their preſent Attempt no Injury to the Clergy, nor to 
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6 dettaud them of their juſt and legal Rights; but deſire 
. only an eaſy and unexpenſive Way of being forced to 
d that Compliance with the law, which their Conſciences 
F Will not permit them to yield willingly. 

0 But whether the Quaters mean no more than this, or 

4 will be contented with this, if it ſhould be granted them, 
13 may be beſt learned from themſelves. 

| It is the Cuſtom of the Quaſters toſend from their year- 
„ | ly Meeting in London an Epiſtle to their diſtant Friends 
4 adviſing them in Matters of Importance to their com- 
c mon Intereſt. I have before me five of theſe Epiſtles: 
= --i That of 1731, is intitled, 

8 2 „ The Epiſtle from the yearly Meeting held in Lon- 
d don by Adjournment, from the 7th to the 11th 
45 7 * Day of the 4th Month, 1731, inclufive, to the 
he 56 Quarterly and Monthly e of Friends and 
. * __ <- Brethren, in Great Britain, Ireland, and elſewhere. 
</ 1 It concludes thus: 

elr | ee Signed in and on Behalf of the yearly Meeting, 
25 % By William Wi uliamſon, | 
— <« Clerk to the Meeting this Year, 


. | *The Titles of the other four are mutatis mutandis the 
** | fame. 
| 'T hat of 1732, is higned 1 in the ſame Form, 


+ - A of Edmund Gurney, 
15 LE: That of 1933 * . by John Mcore. 5 
| | That of 1734 + * by Daniel Vandewall. 
I That of 1735 3 by Edmund Gurney. 
r What follows relating to Tyte is tranſcribed Ver- 


vatim from the ſaid Epiſtles. 

* «© And, dear F riends, an earneſt Travail and Con- 
- | < cern of Mind remains upon the Spirit of many Brethren, 
2 5 ji order to excite ali Friends, who make Profeſſion bf 
« Truth with us, to ftand faithful in that our ancient 
% and Chriſtian Teſtimony againſt Tythes of all Kinds 


; of | % (as well as Church-Rates ſo called) according to the 
4 < ſeveral former Advices of this Meeting, particularly 
2 de that in the Year 1706.” 

ry + * And, dear Brethern, inaſmuch as it has been the 
las > frequent Practice of this Meeting to recommend to the 
rm RE vera] Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, tenderly to 
the | Dy 6 adviſe, 
-- = #9 Zpjp, 2741, 1 un. 1732 


+ Year 1706. g 


(61 
adviſe, and earneſtly to exhort Friends to be careful 
in bearing a faithful "Teſtimony againſt the Antichri- 
ſtian Yoke of Tythes, Prieſts Maintenance, and 
Church- Rates, ſo called; the Want whereof in ſome 
Places, hath tended to the Uneaſineſs and Sorrow of 
many Brethren, and added to the Sufferings of ſuch 
as have ſtood faithful in this our ancient and Chriſtian 
Teſtimony; and that the ſame may be amended for 
the Time to come; this Meeting doth again earneſt- 
ly recommend to the ſeveral Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, in the Love of Truth, tenderly to adviſe 
and exhort their reſpective Memhers to ſtand faithful 


in that Teſtimony ; and where any Friends are found 


weak and deficient therein, that they deal with ſuch 
in the Spirit of Love and Wiſdom, according to for- 
mer Advices in this Meeting, particularly that in the 


It js alſo the earneſt Deſire of this Meeting, --- that 


all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings be careful to ad- 
viſe their reſpective Members to bring in the Ac- 
counts of their Sufferings, c. that they may be duly 
recorded, and brought yearly to this Meeting, agree- 
able to our Epiſtle 1687. 


* < And, dear Friends, this Meeting obſerving a Re- 
miſneſs in ſome Places in reſpect to our Teſtimony 


againſt that Antichriſtian Yoke of 'T'ythes, an earneſt. 


_ Concern and Zeal has been on the Minds of Friends, 


that all might be excited and ſtirred up to Faithfulneſs 


therein. In order thereunto, -we think neceſſary to 


put you in mind, that the Zeal of our Friends, who 


have abode faithful in their Teſtimony againſt paying 


T ythes, Steeple-houſe Rates, and Prieſts Maintenance, 
has greatly tended to the opening the Eyes of many, 
not only in this, but alſo in other Countries. We 
received laſt Vear an Account from Newo-Englanu, 


where our Friends formerly underwent grievous Suffer- 
ings, that a Law is made exempting them from paying 


either to the Maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Minr- 
ſters, or the repairing their Worſhip Houſes: And. it 
is our Belief, that if all Friends here had been faith- 


„ful in their Teſtimony againſt Tythes, the Time of 
cc 
this Nation yet groans, would have been nearer at 


our Deliverance from that Oppreſſion under which 


„ hand, 
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ce 

4 

46 
(„c 


ce 
* 
CC 
c 


* 


aA A_VJ_ AA 


& 


ce 


cc 


cc 
66 
o 

ce 


A 


Co 
* 


a 
A 


8 
* 


% 


. 


* 


191 


up in that, and every other Branch of our Teſtimony, 
tending to the Promotion of Goſpel Liberty, which 
it has been dur Concern, ever ſince we were a People, 
thro” manifold Sufferings, to maintain. And if any 
Weakneſs or Unfaithfulneſs ſhall appear among the 


Profeſſors of the Truth, we hope faithful Friends and 


Brethren will not be wanting to adminiſter Help and 
Admonition, in the Love and Counſel of Gop, as 


they ſhall ſee Occaſion, for the reſtoring and ſtrength- 


ening of ſuch, according to the Advice given by 


the Apoſtle, Gal. vi. 1. Brethern, if a Man be ov er- 


taken in a Fault, ye which are Spiritual, reflore ſuch an 
one in the Spirit of Meekneſs.” $0 

* cc And, dear Friends, for the ſake of thoſe parti- 
cular Perſons in ſome Places, who yet continue remiſs 
in maintaining their Teſtimony againſt the Anti- 
chriſtian Yoke of Tythes, we think it neceſſary ta 
repeat the Advice given. laſt Year, That Friends, as 
they ſhall ſee Occaſion, in the wiſdom of Gon 
would admoniſh ſuch, and in a Spirit of Love and 


Meekneſs endeavour to help and ſtrengthen them, and 
<,toexcite and ſtir them up to Faithfulneſs in that Branch 


I» 


of our ancient Teſtimony. | : 
+ © And, dear Friends, as it hath been the Concern 
of this Meeting frequently to adviſe, that Friends 
ſhould ſtand faithful in their Teſtimony againſt that 
Antichriſtian Yoke of Tythes, ſo we do now renew 
our Advice in that reſpect. | 

“ And we earneſtly intreat the Faithful among you, to 
take all ſuitable Opportunities of endeavouring to de- 
monſtrate, to ſuch as are weak and unfaithful, the 
Importance of our Teſtimony againſt receiving or 
paying of Tythes; the natural Tendency whereof is, 
to obtain that Liberty which the pureſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity enjoyed; that is, a Liberty for any Perſon, 
moved by the Holy Spirit of God, to preach the Doc- 
trine of the glorious Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt freely, and of which they were not de- 


 prived till ſuch time as great Corruptions of Doctrine 


and Practice were found amongſt the Profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity, and the Civil Powers were prevailed upon 


. 


* Epil. 1734. I Epi, 1735. Advice concerning Tythew | 
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81 5 
adviſe, and earneſtly to exhort Friends to be careful 
* in bearing a faithful Teſtimony againſt the Antichri- 

ſtian Yoke of Tythes, Prieſts Maintenance, and 
Church- Rates, fo called; the Want whereof in ſome 
Places, hath tended to the Uneaſineſs and Sorrow of 
many Brethren, and added to the Sufferings of ſuch 
as have ſtood faithful in this our ancient and Chriſtian 
Teſtimony; and that the ſame may be amended for 
the Time to come; this Meeting doth again earneſt- 
ly recommend to the ſeveral Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, in the Love of Truth, tenderly to adviſe 
and exhort their reſpective Memhers to ſtand faithful 
in that "Teſtimony ; and where any Friends are found 
weak and deficient therein, that they deal with ſuch 
in the Spirit of Love and Wiſdom, according to for- 
© mer Advices in this Meeting, particularly that in the 
© Year 1706. rote ts IR 8 
elt is alſo the earneſt Deſire of this Meeting, --- that 
all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings be careful to ad- 
viſe their reſpective Members to bring in the. Ac- 
counts of their Sufferings, Ec. that they may be duly 
*6 recorded, and brought yearly to this Meeting, agree- 
able to our Epiſtle 1687. 225 . 
1 And, dear Friends, this Meeting obſerving à Re- 
miſneſs in ſome Places in reſpect to our Teſtimony 
againft that Antichriſtian Yoke of T'ythes, an earneſt 
Concern and Zeal has been on the Minds of Friends, 
that all might be excited and ſtirred up to Faithfulneſs 
therein. In order thereunto, we think neceſſary to 
put you in mind, that the Zeal of our Friends, who 
have abode faithful in their Teſtimony againſt paying 
Tuythes, Steeple-houſe Rates, and Prieſts Maintenance, 
has greatly tended to the opening the Eyes of many, 
not only in this, but alſo in other: Countries. We 
received laſt Lear an Account from Nero-Englanu, 
6 where our Friends formerly underwent grievous Suffer- 
« ings, that a Law is made exempting them from paying 
either to the Maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Minr- 
ſters, or the repairing their Worſhip Houſes: -And-tt 
is our Belief, that if all Friends here had been faith- 
ful in their Teſtimony againſt Tythes, the Time of 
s our Deliverance from that Oppreſſion under which 
this Nation yet groans, would have been 8 85 
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- up in that, and every other Branch of our Teſtimony, 


4 it has been dur Concern, ever ſince we were a People, 
c thro” manifold Sufferings, to maintain. And if any 


„ ening of ſuch, according to the Advice given by 
„ the Apoſtle, Gal. vi. 1. Brethern, if a Man be over-' 


“ repeat the Advice given. laſt Year, That Friends, as 


4 Meekneſs endeavour to help and ſtrengthen them, and 
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* hand. We do therefore earneſtly exhort a cloſe coming 
ic tending to the Promotion of Goſpel Liberty, which 


% Weakneſs or Unfaithfulneſs ſhall appear among the 
cc Profeſſors of the Truth, we hope faithful Friends and 
% Brethren will not be wanting to adminiſter Help and 
66 Admonition, in the Love and Counſel of Gop, as 
6“ they ſhall ſee Occaſion, for the reſtoring and ſtrength- 
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< taken in a Fault, ye which are Spiritual, rſtore ſuch an 
< one in the Spirit of Meekneſs”” | 

* c And, dear Friends, for the ſake of thoſe parti 
& cular Perſons in ſome Places, who yet continue remiſs 
«© in maintaining their Teſtimony againſt the Anti- 
ce chriſtian Yoke of Tythes, we think it neceſſary ta 
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c they ſhall ſee Occaſion, in the wiſdom of Gon 
ce would admoniſh ſuch, and in a Spirit of Love and 
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<,toexcite and ſtir them up to Faithfulneſs in that Branch i 5 
& of our ancient Teſtimony.” “ | : Tz 
** And, dear Friends, as it hath been the Concern 8 
6 of this Meeting frequently to adviſe, that Friends 4 
£ ſhould ſtand faithful in their Teſtimony againſt that "7 
« Antichriftian Yoke of Tythes, ſo we do now renew 5 3 
& our Advice in that reſpect. TS Wis 
And we earneſtly intreat the Faithful among you, to 1 ö 
ce take all ſuitable Opportunities of endeavouring to de- . ö 
5 monſtrate, to ſuch as are weak and unfaithtul, the 170 
Importance of our Teſtimony againſt receiving or | 
paying of Tythes; the natural Tendency whereof is, Bit 
to obtain that Liberty which the pureſt Ages of Chri- 1 
« ſtianity enjoyed; that is, a Liberty for any Perſon, 14 
moved by the Holy Spirit of God, to preach the Doc- 17 
< trine of the glorious Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour BY 
« Jeſus Chrift freely, and of which they were not de- mus 
_« prived till ſuch time as great Corruptions of Doctrine FRY 
* and Practice were found amongſt the Profeſſors of a0 
„ Chriſtianity, and the Civil Powers were prevailed upon Jab 
| ** 10 1 
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« to meddle with the Conſciences of the People, which 
e of Right are to be ſubject to Gop only. 1 EY 


t We cannot therefore but bleſs the Lord, from an 


& experimental witneſſing of the Comfort and ſpiritual 


& Advantage which ariſes. from ſuch a Liberty, that he 
vas pleaſed to raiſe up our worthy Elders, and to give 
« them a Teſtimony againſt that Antichriſtian Voke, 
&« making them willing, in this and other Nations, to 
« 

cc World, what the Love of Chriſt is able to do; for 
© e believe, nothing ſhort of that Love could have 
< enabled them to ſuffer the Spoil. of their Goods, and 


A 


c the long Impriſonment of their Bodies, even unto 


E 


N 


% Death, as ſome of them did, for their conſcientious 
<< Refuſal to pay Tythes: And we have Reaſon to be- 
“ lieve, that if all amongſt us had followed their Ex- 


N 


e ample, by abiding faithful in this our Chriſtian Teſ- 


% timony, we might before this Time have been in a 


6c = meaſure relieved from under that Oppreſſion.“ 
_ "Theſe Paſſages ſpeak as plainly for themſelves, as any 
body can ſpeak for them. If you ask, Why all this 


Earneſtneſs to keep up the Oppoſition? Why all this 


Concern to exhort Friends to ſuffer ? Why all this la- 
menting over thoſe, who had brought their Conſciences 
to comply with the Law of their Country ? You may 
ſee the true Reaſon inthe Epiſtle 1733. 1 
They tell you, that zhe Zeal of Friends, who have 
abode faithful in their Teſtimony againſt paying Tythes, 
Steeple-houſe Rates, and Prieſts Maintenance, has great- 
ly tended to the opening the Eyes of many, not only in this, 
but alſo in other Countries. 1 

What they here mean by opening the Eyes of many, 
appears by the Inſtance they give from New England. It 
ſeems, the Zyes of the Government were ſo opened there, 
that the Puaters obtained a Law for exempting them from 
paying either to the Maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Mini- 
flers, or the repairing their Worſhip Houſes. © 
And they tell their Friends, that had they perſiſted 


with equal Zeal to bear their Teſtimony againſt Tythes, 


&c. the Eyes of the Government here might have been 
very near opening too. Their own Words are; It is our 
Belief, that if all Friends here had been faithful in their 
Teſtimony againſt Tythes, the Time of our Deliverance 
{rem the Oppreſſion under which this Nation yet — 


ſuffer for that Teſtimony thereby ſhewing to the 


[ 11 . 


would have been nearer at hand. We therefore earneſtly 


exhort a cloſe coming up in that---Branch of our Teſti- 


mony. | | | ES PETE... 

Thus the Caſe ſtood with them in 1734: 5 
In 1735, they declare it to be their Opinion, that if 
all among them had imitated the Example of thoſe who 


ſuffered the ſpoil of- their Goods, and the long Impriſon- 


ment of their Bodies, even to Death----they might before 
this Time have been in a great meaſure relieved from their 
Cher . 5 

Vou ſee how ſtrongly they call upon their Friends to 


ſtand out, even to Death, againſt paying Tythes. And 


why ? Is it not plainly, that their Leaders and Directors 
above might with a better Grace complain to Parlia- 
ment? | | . 
They have now complained to Parliament of their 


zrievous Sufferings by Proſecutions, &c. and yet they yearly 
Friends, that they do not ſuffer enough 


complain of their 
---20 much did they want Matter for juſt Complaint. ' 

In this laſt Year's Epiſtle they open their views yet 
farther to their Friends, and let them into a Secret, That 
their Zeal againſt Tythes has a natural Tendency to obtain 


a Liberty for any Perſon moved by the Holy Spirit of 


God, to preach the Doctrine, &e. i. e. it tends to deſtroy 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry, and all Eftabliſhments.---Thefe 
are they, who are ſuppoſed to mean no Wrong to the 
Miniſter, and to defire only that he may recover his 
Tythes in a Way not oppreſſive to the Quakers / 
Judge now, whether the Continuance of the Obſti- 
nacy of many Duakers in the Country, in the Matter 
of Tythes, be not owing in great meaſure to the vehe- 
ment Exhortations of their General Meetings. 
Judge likewiſe, whether the Quaters can approve the 
prefent Propoſition in their Favour, any otherwiſe 


than as it is one Step (and a great one it may prove) to 


their being totally exempted from paying Tythes and 
Steeple-houſe Rates. | | . | 


B 2 NumBER 


1 
* * 
5 
* 
1 
4 
f , 
8 * 
. 
7 
f 19 
. * 
* 
1 * 
* . 
3% LF 
: 7 
[a 2 
43,14 « 
qt | 
7 * 
* 4 
* 0 
4 a. 
15 * 
Wy 
* : 
A 4 
i Fo 
PL + 
\ 
* 4 
. 6 
1 
N 1 
Y , 
1 p 8 
if „ 
. p 
V 
b 
, 
ft 21. 
„„ 0 
'# bb 
PS 7 
1 
7 
1 
7 : — 
P , 
: . £ 
CP 
4:4 1 
1 „ , „ 
| 
834 
* . 
1 
F 
*F 1 4 
9 * 
l ; : 
5 bod 
/ 4 4 
bu N 
5 1 
9 v N 
1 
* 90 
oY - 
oy 
0 \ 
- 228 * 
* 
bY) 
135 U 
4 *- 
A 
.- 
"A +» 
* 15 
1 OR 
1 , 
i 
1 + 
IT, « 
- * 
1 
5 1 1 
wn: 
4 : 
of o i 4 
RR . 
6% 
N 1 
1417 
1 
+% | 
4 4 
of} 
72 4 
i 2 ö 
* 
/, JEL 
5 : 
1 
15 
11 
1 _ + 
b % 835 
* - 
+ WELL 
1: C287 
1 
1 
1 
7 2 
- EAST. 
; Os +1 
55 > 
I'S 5 
7%, Ai 
* £ ** 
„ 
vr 
» {YT 
ir +” 
* - T3 
13. 1 
e þ 
11 
4 * ** 
0 4 $30 
. ' * 
1 8 : 
„ 1 
q 
} 
: ©. 
N 
: 1 h 
1 
2.2 \ 
F 19 
1 . | 
s | 
Wi 
& 8 
. $ 1 7 
x 1 
R Fj 1 
. * - 
' 1 
1 \ 


Yy 7 
1 > — 1 
W e J 
nr Lode ee ee RR NON 
— * 
ous oy PI = _— 


— 
— ooeu duties ” 
— n ⁊ PuBVjrꝝ— ” —_— — — 


= * 
OI 
* * ** 
LOR © 


— 
- * — — vi 
— 9 — | 


4 — * 
1 — 


—— ̃ ́ ́ ã ͤ 22 — 
0 _ ogg 


SM me >” 


2 
A 50 


— 
= 45 ——— — — — — — 


— 


— "4 


— — Arcs — rr r — 
7 


11221 


E SBB. ss S 


 NvumBEr III. 
4 Supplemental EXTRACT 155 om the Quakers 
_ yearly Epiſtles relating to their SUfferimgs. 


ce H E * Amount of F riends ines in Eng- 
60 land and Wales brought in this Year, which 
<& are as uſual for Tythes and Church-rates, fo called, 


cc“ js three thouſand fires hundred and five Pounds and 


< upwards ; J and there is one Friend a Priſoner on that 
Account.“ 


+: * The 3 of the Sufferings of Friends in 


© England and Wales brought in this Year, amount to 


cc Three thouſand four hundred and nineteen Pounds and 
< upwards; chiefly for Tythes and Church-rates, ſo 


called. One Friend hath been diſcharged out of Pri- 


<& ſon ſince laſt yearly Meeting and three remain Priſo- 
“ ners on that Account.“ 
- | <5 The Account of Friends Sulferings . in E akin 


« and Males brought in this Year, being chiefly for 


5 Tythes and Church- rates, ſo called, amount to Three 


* thouſand four hundred and fiſty eight Pounds and up- 


„ wards. Two Friends have been diſcharged out of 
Priſon laſt Years and two. are now I. Priſo- 
ce ners. 

8 The e of Friends Sufferings i in Great- 


-A 
* 


5 fHBritain brought in this Year, being chiefly for Tythes 
7“ and Church- rates, ſo called, amount to Three thou- 


© ſand one hundred cighty-eight Pounds and upwards; 
<< and thoſe in Ireland, to One thouſand five hundred 
c and eighty- five Pounds. One Friend has been dif- 
charged out of Priſon ſince laſt Year ; and one yet re- 
« mains a Priſoner on account of Tythes.“ 

** „„The amount of Friends Sufferings in N 
T and Wales brought in this Year, being chiefly for 


4 Tythes and Church-rates, ſo called, is Three thou- 


* ſind five hundred and forty-five Pounds and upwards ; 


« and in Ireland, One thouſand five hundred and thirty- 
Le four Pounds and upwards, making together above 


&« Five thouſand and eighty Pounds. And one Friend is 
continued a Priſoner on aceount of Tythes.“ | 
23 


* From Epiſtle 1731 + Epift. 1732. ll Foil, 1733. 
9 Epi, 1734 % Ep fs 1735. 3 
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In the firſt of theſe Accounts the whole Amount of 
their Sufferings is placed to the Account of Tythes and 
Church- rates; and in the other four they are ſaid to be 
chiefly on account of Tythes and Church rates: How 
much is to be deducted for other Grievances, or what 
the other . Grievances are, I know not, probably the 
Duakers may ſoon call for further Relief, and then they 
will be explained. 

But the Sums are large, in no Year ſo little as Three 
thouſand Pounds, and this being all placed to the Head of 
Suffering, one would ſuppoſe it was ſpent in Law, and 
Goalers Fees: But the Caſe is far otherwiſe. It appears 
by their Letters *, that the principal Sums recovered 
for Tythes and Church-rates are included in theſe groſs 
Sums. 

If the Caſe is ſo, as it plainly is, their Account ſhew, 
not how much they have /uf7zred, but of how much they 
would have defrauded the Parſon and the Pariſh, if the 
Law had not interpoſed. And when they make up their 
next Account, if they would 'deal clearly, they ſhould 


make the Parſon and the Pariſh Suferers ; for the Parſon, 


who is forced to go to Law for his own, is the oi 
and not the Perſon who 1 is forced to pay but what he 
ought to pay. 

The Sums in theſe ſeveral Years being ſo near the 
ſame, it creates a Suſpicion, that the ſame Perſons are 
yearly concerned, as Sufferers in this Caſe ; and perhaps 
it would afford Ground to calculate how many Quaters 
obſtinately refuſe to pay Tythe and Church-rates in 
Great- Britain; for by their Method, even the Money 
recovered before the Juſtices by the 1th and 8th of King 
William, muſt be brought to this Account of Suffering. 

For the two laſt Years, there appears to be but one 
Quaker ' Priſoner for Tythes in the zwo Kingdoms of 
Great-Britain and Ireland; in no one of theſe Years 
above three; and could Accounts for five Years 
more backward be fairly examined, the Caſe would pro- 
bably be much the ſame. 

The Quakers in the Country ſhould obſerve, that their 
Friends at the yearly Meeting, who call upon them fo 
often and ſo 9 to ſuffer all Extremities rather than 
pay Tythes, are themſelves generally Merchants and 
Traders in the great Cities and Towns, and have 10 
— Tythes 


* 


8 | * In 1687, 1693, 1689, 


[14] 


Fythes to pay, and therefore are in no danger of bearing | 


any Share of the Burden, and I have not heard of any 


of thoſe in Priſon for Church-rates:: They pay their 
Taxes and Cuſtoms like other People, and exhort the 
their. 


por Farmers to die in Priſon rather than pay | 
Tythes and Church- rates, though equally due, and by 
the ſame Law of the Land. I think Country Friends 
have reaſon to complain. 


, + 
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REMARKS #pon @ BILL now depending in Parlia- 


ment, to enlarge, amend, and render more ef- 


fectual the Laws now in being, for the more 
_ eaſy Recovery of Tythes, Church-rates and 
Oblations, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues from 
the People called QUaKeRs: And alſo, Re- 


marks on a printed Paper, intilled, The Caſe 
of the People called QuAK ERS. | 


L was an Act paſs'd, for the Recovery of Tythes and 
Church- Rates, not exceeding the Value of Ten Pounds, 
due from Duakers, who ſhall refuſe to pay the ſame. 
Which Act was, in the firſt Year of his late Majeſty's 


Reign, extended to all cuſtomary or other Rights, Dues, 


or Payments belonging to any Church or Chapel. 

Theſe Acts, which are now in Force, provide a ſum- 
mary Method of recovering Tythes, Church-Rates, &c. 
due from Quakers, i. e. by Warrant from two Juſtices 
of the Peace, with an Appeal from their Judgment to 
the Quarter-Seffions ; but the Acts leave the Clergy and 
Lay-Impropriators wholly at Liberty, either to take 
that ſummary Method, or ſuch other legal and ordinary 
Methods, as the Laws of the Land have directed. 85 

Under this Benefit of chuſing the Method which was 
lik'd beſt, the Biſhops and Clergy of thoſe Times could 
have no Objection againſt the two foremention'd Acts; 
becauſe, if in any Caſe the Clergy ſhould find Reaſon 


to ſuſpect Prejudices or Influences in the ſummary Way, 
they were left at full Liberty to proſecute their Right in 


| by the Parliament of the 7th and 8th of Will. 3. there 
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the other Ways, But as the Deſign: of the Bill now 
depending in Parliament, is to deprive the Clergy of that 
Liberty, and to confine them, abſolutely, to the new 
Methods of Recovery firft created by thoſe two Acts, 
they have Reaſon. to apprehend great Inconveniencies 
from it. | 5 | 
The Puakersare known to be a People, who have a 
Sort of National Government among themſelves. They 
have their ſtated Meetings within particular Diſtricts in 
the Country; and, in London, a yearly Meeting of 
* Deputics or Repreſentatives from all Parts of the King- 
dom, to treat of the general Concerns of the Body; and 
a Committee of particular Perſons reſiding in or near 
London, to maintain a conſtant Correſpondence with their 
Brethren all over the Kingdom, This united Strength, 
and the Power they are known to have to direct the Ap- 
> plication of it to ſuch Perſons and Purpoſes as they think 
| t, gives them great Influence in Counties and Boroughs. 
By both the forementioned Acts, the Tythes are ſup- 
poſed to be carried away; for, according to the Princi- 
ples of the Puakers, I ythes may no more be ſet out, 
than paid. And as there may be a Latitude in fixing 
the true Value of the Tythes when carried away, fo the 
” Clergy may have good Reaſon to conſider, in particular 
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Caſes and Circumſtances, that ſuch a Latitude is leaſt 


likely. to be taken, by Judges who have ſtated Rules of 
Proceeding; and who are not only ſworn to do Right, 
but to whom alſo the Parties are equally un#zown and 
unſerviceable. For which Reaſon, it is ſpecially pro- 
” vided by Act of Parliament (33 H. 8. c. 24.) That 
„ no Juſtice ſhall be Juſtice of Aſſize, in the County 
6 where he was born, or doth inhabit;” and this, not 
from any Suſpicion of his Integrity, but leſt his Fudg- 
mnent itſelf ſhould be biaſs'd. | 
As the Laws ſtand at preſent, ſeveral of the Duakers, 
knowing that it isin the Power of the Incumbent to 
proſecute them in the Exchequer or Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
find Ways of ſatisfying him, by themſelves or their 
Friends, in ſome other Shapes than a direct Payment of 
> Tythe. But this is not to be expected, if the work they 
haye to fear, is the paying the bare Value of the Tythe, 
according to the Eſtimate to be made of it by the Ju- 
ſtices at the Quarter Seſſions, with ſuch Cofts as to them 
Hall ſeem juſt and reaſanable. - OY | 


The 


161 


The. Duahers, to induce the Legi/lature to take from 


the Clergy the legal Remedies which the two forementi- 
on'd Acts leave them at full Liberty to purſue, have re- 
preſented their Caſe in a printed Paper, as follows: 
„ Theſe Acts, (meaning the Acts before mention'd) tis 
& humbly conceived, were intended not only for the 
. © Eaſe of the Proſecutor, but alſo to prevent Oppreflive 
and Ruinous Proſecutions © Fon 


«© Notwithſtanding which, there have been proſecute 4 


_ & in the Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical, and other Courts, in 
« England and Wales, for Demands recoverable by the 
“ ſaid Acts, above Eleven Hundred of the People called 


ce Quaſters, of whom near Three Hundred were com- 


dc mitted to Priſon, and ſeveral of them died Priſoners. 
C Theſe Proſecutions, though frequently commenced 
for trivial Sums, from Four Pence to Five Shillngs, 
& and great Part of them for Sums not exceeding Forty 
& Shillings, have been attended with ſuch heavy Coſts, 
„and rigorous Executions, that about Eight Hundred 
% Pounds has been taken from Ten of them, where the 
“ Original Demands did not amount to Fifteen 
& Pounds.” 5 N 
Theſe Suggeſtions, as they are laid, will be generally 
underſtood as a Reproach upon the Clergy. Whereas 
many of the Proſecutions may have been by Lay Impro- 
priators, and many others for Church Rates at the Suit 
of Church-wardens; ſuch Rates being made recoverable 
before the Juſtices, as well as Tythes; and the Puaters, 


in their Paper as above, do not ſay, Demands of Tythes, 


but Demands recoverable by the ſaid Acts. And as to 
ſuch of them as have been really at the Suit of the Cler- 
gy; it is by no Means probable that many are to be 
found in that Body, who will chuſe a long and expenſive 
Method for the Recovery of their Rights, if they think 


they may be recover'd in a ſhorter and leſs expenſive 


Way. 1 
But ſuppoſe the Numbers of ſuch Proſecutions, which 
have been carried on ſince the paſſing of the two Acts, to 
be truly ſtated by the Quaſers, and that all the Demands 
were ſuch as might have been recover'd by thoſe Acts (for 
both which Facts, we have only their own Word) yet 
no Judgment can be made, whether the Motives upon 
which either the Clergy or Lay-Impropriators declin'd 
ene Method, and choſe the other, were reaſonable or un- 
| . reaſonable, 
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refonable, unleſs the Circumſtances of the particular 


Caſes were known; which cannot ſo much as be en- 
quir'd into, till the Quakers give a particular Specifica- 


tion of the Cauſes, Perſons, Places, and Times. | 
Their ſuppoſing that the more tedious and ex enſive ü 
0 out of 


Ill Mill, Malice, or Revenge, is a heavy Imputation; and 


Method has been, and will be, made Choice o 


it is no more than common Juſtice, that the Clergy 
ſhould have an Opportunity to vindicate themſelves from 
ſo foul a Charge. And ſince the Fitneſs of paſſing ſuch 
a Bill as is now deſired, depends not upon the Numbers 
of ſuch Proſecutions, but refts wholly upon the Suppoſi- 


tion that they have been begun and carried on upon ſuch 


undue Motives ; it is to be hop'd, that the Legiſlature 
will not deprive the Clergy of any Remedy which the 
Laws of the Land have given them, upon a bare Surmi/q 


of the Qualters; without any ſuch Specification of Facts, 
as might give an Opportunity to enquire into the ſeveral 


Dioceſes, into the Truth of them, and into the Circum- 


flances of thoſe Suits, and Impriſonments, which are 


made the Subject Matter of Complaint. 
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The Country Parſon's PLEA, againſt the Quakers 
Bill for Tythes: Humbly addreſſed to the Honou- 
rable the Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, _ | 


oft Honoured, | | 
I: is ol ee that it is no Offence for the Meaneſt 
to offer Reaſons to the Greateſt : 


Nor a Reproach to any Man to have a reaſonable Con- 


cern for his own Property. 

Truſting to theſe Preſumptions, I 1 bold to lay 
my Caſe before you, in relation to the Bill now depend- 
ing for Quakers Tythes. 


As I am a Subject of Great Britain, as well as a Mi- 


niſter of the Goſpel, I have a Birthright in the Law, 
and in having all Queſtions, relating to my Property, 
determined! in he Methods of Juſtice uſed in this Ning- 
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dom, and not referred to an arbitrary Deciſion ; Nulli 
negabimus Me rn is the Language of Magna Charta. 
Tenby the Quakers no Eafe you intend to give them, 
or can give them, provided it does not injure my Proper- 
ty; but 1 apprehend this Bill will be greatly injurious to 
me, for the following Reason: 
By the common Law of the 5 it ſtood be- 
fore ahy Statutes were made in Aid of Tythes, and as 
| now ftands, I conceive myſelf to have the following 
VT ES hs 

- 4 I have a Right to receive in. Kind, and to my own 
Uſe, the due and accuſtomed Tythes arifing in my Pa- 


2. T have a Right to let them to the Occupier of the 
Land, or to any other Perſon, at ſuch a Price as I can a- 


gtee for; and no Man has a Right to hinder me taking 


my Tythes in Kind, or to ſet a Value on them, if I think 
fit to lett them. : e 
Theſe Rights are common ones, and ſuch as every 
Man in the Kingdom has over his own Property; T 
claim them not as peculiar to the Clergy. 
If the Bill now before you paſſes into a Law, theſe 
Rights will be taken from me, who have not, I conceive, 
forfeited them; and transferred to others, who have not, 
I conceive, any Title to them. For, Zo 

1. No Quaker will, after ſuch a Law made, ever ſet 


out his Lythes, but will retain'them to his own Uſe, 


and I ſhall be debarred having them in Kind, how ne- 
ceſſary ſoever they may be to my own and my Family's 
Subſiſtance. LN CET 
This will appear undeniably, by conſidering how the 
Law, in Conjunction with the Quaker's Conſcience, will 
operate in this Caſe, Ooh, | | 


£ - 


By Law the Parſon cannot ſet out his own Tythe, 


and carry it away, but the Occupier of the Land muſt 


ſet out the Tythe ; and if the Parſon intermeddles with 

the Corn before the Occupier hath ſet out the Tythe, he 

is liable to an Action. "PI i 6 Pen 
The Quaker's Conſcience will not permit him to ſet 


out the Tythe: So that what with the Law on one Side, 


and the Quaker's Conſcience on the other, no Tythe can 
ever be ſet out in this Caſe. 


2. When the Quaker bas poſſeſſed himſelf, contrary 


to Law and good Conſcience, of my Property, = 
WII 
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will be ſubject to none of the Laws now in being, made 
for the Reſtraint of ſuch Injuſtice. 


. If I fue for the value of my Tythes, as the Bill 
intends Tihould ; yet even for = Value I am referred to 
an arbitrary Decilion 5 in the Country. 

4. Conſequently, . I ſhall have a Property left in me 
by Law ; but ſuch an one as I cannot take to my own 
Uſe, nor ſet a Price on to any other Perſon. 

Is there any other Property in the Kingdom in the 
ſame Caſe? Or, is it fit there ſhould be ? 

The Quakers are great Traders; Will they * con- 
tent that their Neighbours ſhould ſerve „e Dang with 
Goods out of their Shops and Ware-houſes, and bid them 


go to the next Juſtice to ſet the Price on the Goods ſo 


taken? 

But the Bill now before you being founded upon the 
Acts in the 7th and 8th of King William, which were 
Temporary Lays at firſt, and are now, having heen found 
wholeſome and beneficial Laws, made perpetual ; it will 
be proper to conſider the Difference of thoſe Laws and 
this now propoſed. 

The Difference is the wideſt that can be. 

1. The Acts of King William were made in Support 
of Property, and gave eaſy Relief to the Perſon in- 
jured, as all juſt Laws ought to do. 

2. The preſent Bill, if it ever is a Law, will be to the 
Injury of Property, and the Owner thereof ; and will 
give Relief to the injurious Perſon only. 

This will appear, by conſidering ; 

t. That the Acts of King William took no Benefit of 
the Law from me. They provided an eaſy Remedy for 


the Recovery of ſmall Tythes and Quakers Tythes; but 
did not ſhut up the King's Courts againſt me, but left me 


at Liberty to take the new Method, or to reſort, if it 
was neceſſary, to the old ones. 

For this I has Reaſon to be thankful ; and have cho- 
ſen always the new Method tor my own Sake and my 
Neighbour's Sake. But, 

2. The preſent Bill takes from me the Benefit of the 
Law for the Recoyery of my Property, and for reſtrain- 
ing Injuries done to it; and refers me for Recovery of my 


Right to an arbitrary Deciſion, contrary, as I conceive, 


to the Genius of this free Government ; and gives Secu- 
2 rity 


* 
* 
1 
y 
x N 
7 5 
* 1 
E 
7 4 
45 * 
1 
. * 
7 
1 
7 
* 
43S 
3 
. 
4 . 
7 
* 
4 
45 
vs 
15 
14 
K 
1 
. 
N 
* 1 
» 
2527 
Bag k 6 
» ua) 
1 . 
2 
74 


. — * — 
. 


1 


: rity and Impunity to the Sgt who injures me, contta- 


ry, as I conceive, to natural Juſtice, 
To explain this a little farther: 
1. When I had my Choice of applying to the Law, 


| 8 to the Juſtice of Peace, to recover my Due, the 


aker, as he had no Reaſon. to expect that I ſhould 


give up the maintenance of my ſelf 124 Family to his 


Scruples, had Reaſon to thank me that J took the eaſieſt 


Method to him; and, if my Demand for the Value of 


the Tythe ſubtracted, was reaſonable, he had no Temp- 
tation to controvert it; for he well knew, that if by an 
undue Application he injured me oncè in this Method, 
the Conſequence would be, that he would be expoſed in 
the next Inſtance to a Proſecution at Law. And proba- 
bly the few Proſecutions at Law, which have been againſt 


Quakers, may have been occaſioned in this Manner. 


2. For the ſame Reaſon the Juſtice could have no View 
but to do Right between the Parties; this Power could 
not be uſed to court the Quakers Intereſt in Elections, 
(which is a great one); for it would do but once, and for 
once it was not worth the while. 

Hut if this Bill paſſes, the Caſe will be alter'd in theſe 
Reſp es: For, 

The Quaker knowing that I have no Reſort to the 
Law, but muſt be concluded by the Juſtices in the Coun- 


try, will not only keep my Tythe from me, but will 


uſe all his Art and Application to reduce the Value by the 
Judgment in the Country, which at preſent it is not his 


_ Intereſt to do. 


4. The Juſtices in the County will be under a Temp- 
tation to uſe this Power to cultivate an Election-Intereſt. 
Many Quakers are Freeholders, and as they are great 


as one Man in Oppoſition to the Parſon. 
J have but one Vote for the County, and no Intereſt. 


5. By this Bill I muſt be ty'd down for the Value of 


my Tythes by the Judgment of the Gentlemen out of 
whoſe Lands the T'ythe ariſes, and whoſe Tenants pay 
it: And it is a legal Objection againſt a Jury man that 
he has an Intereſt in the Cauſe, tho' his Honour and In- 


tegrity be otherwiſe unſuſpected. 
6. The Appeal to the Quarter Seffions will be little 
| Comfort to the poor Parſon ; who muſt appeal againſt the 


two Juſtices who gave the Sentence, as Well as againſt the 
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Quaker who with-held his Tythe. The two Juſtices 


will be on the Bench at the Duties Seſſions : or if they 
are not, it may happen that their Brother Juſtices may 


think it more expedient that a Parſon ſhould loſe 40 or 50 
Shillings, (a great Part of the Demand) than that two 


worthy Gentlemen, Juſtices of the Peace, ſhould be 
ſuſpected of Partiality. 


The Bill extending to all Tythes under ten Pounds 
Value, will take in at leaſt two thirds of the Tythes of 
England. It commonly is the Caſe that there are two 


or three large Farms in a Pariſh, and that the reſt is held 
by ſmall Freeholders, or by little Farmers, who together 
hold two thirds of the Land or thereabouts, and pay 


each under ten Pounds for Tythes. In Countries where 


Farms are generally ſmall, as in the North and in Vales 


they are, the Bill will take in the whole Property of the 
Clergy. 


If two thirds of the Tythes of England are to be, as 


they may be, ſubjected is an arbitrary Valuation in the 


Country ; the other third muſt ſubmit, and the Bill will 
probably, in proceſs of Time, introduce a general Mo- 
dus decimand: for the whole Kingdom. 
Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that two or three Quakers in a 
Pariſh ſhould get a Judgment confirmed at Quarter- Seſſi- 
ons, valuing the Tythe of their Corn at two Shillings, 


When indeed it was worth three or four per Acre: Is it 


to be thought, the reſt of the Pariſhioners will ever pay 
more? Will they not ſay, that the Judgment of the 
Quarter-Seſſions, the Dernier Reſort in the Caſe, ought 
to conclude the Parſon? What muſt J do then? Shall I 
take my Tythe in Kind ? Can you think they will let 
me? -when it is putting on a broad Hat, and a ſhort 
Cravat, and they will be ſafe under the Protection of 
this Bill in keeping the Tythes to themſelves; and may 
laugh to ſee me travelling from the Juſtices to the Quar- 


ter Seſſions, and at laft, after much Trouble and Charge, 
and paying them their Coſts, compelled to take the 


Quarter Seſſions Price. A few ſuch Inſtances in a County 
will make the Quarter Seſſions Price, a ſtanding Rule for 
the Value of Tythes in that County. 

8. There has been formerly a Caſe not unlike the pre- 
ſent Caſe; and it is worth obſerving in what manner 
Jour Anceſtors treated it. 


1. About 
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1. About the 27th of H. 8. when the leſſer Mona- 
ſteries were deſtroyed, the People thought they might 
take a Share in the Revenues of the Church as well 
as the King. In what manner they reaſoned, I 
know not: But my Lord Coke obſerves, (2 Inſtit. 648.) 
The Neiſe of the Diſſolution of Monafteries in the Par- 
liament holden 27th Year H. 8. (Laymen taking ſmall 
Occafions to withdraw their Tythes) was the Occaſion of 
making the Stat, 27. H. 8. Cap. 20. And it appears 


by an Injunction of the King's in 1538, about — 


Years after, That the People took upon them to with- 
draw their Tythes, when they diſapproyed their Mini- 
ſter's Conduct. Fox's Act. and Mon. 320. 

2. In the 31ſt of H. 8. the greater Monaſteries were 
diſſolved; and the Tythes which belonged to them, 
were granted out by the King, and became Lay Fees. 

This gave a new Handle for withdrawing Tythes. 
Many who had been perſuaded that they ought in Con- 
ſcience to pay Tythes to the Clergy, made no Conſci- 
_ ence of with-holding their Tythes from Laymen ; and 
they were the more encouraged, becauſe the Lay Impro- 
priator had no Remedy, He could not ſue in the Ecele- 
ſiaſtical Court, being a Layman; nor in the King's 
— Temporal Courts, for they did not ordinarily at that 
Time hold Plea of Tythes. e 

This Obſtinacy went ſo far, that, as it appears in the 
Acts, ſome Perſons did not only ſtand out the Proſecuti- 
on, but did, after Sentence given, wilfully refuſe to 
pay their Tythes. 

Conſider now how the Parliament of that Time 
treated theſe Pretenſionas. | 

1. They ſtile theſe Men Evil diſpoſed Perſons, 27 H. 
8. Not regarding their Duties to Almighty God, and to 
the King. 32. H. 8. $2 

2. They did not diſcharge the proper Court from in- 
termeddling in the Cauſes of theſe Perſons, but they 
ſtrengthened the Juriſdiction, and empowered any of the 
King's Council, or two Juſtices, upon Requeſt made to 
them, to aid the Court, by attaching the Perſon againſt 
whom ſuch Requeſt ſhall be made, and committing him 


to Ward, till he found Security to give due Obedi 


ence, &c. 27 H. 8. Wd eos 
3. The 324d H. 8. enables the Lay Impropriator to 
ſug in the | Eccleſiaſtical Court; and in caſe any Perſon 
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wr Perſons do, of his or their ungodly and perverſe Will 
and Mind, detain and with-hold any Tythes or Offerings, 
&c. the Statute gives the like Remedy againſt the Per- 
4 ſon, and like Aid to the Court as was given before 
5 4. But theſe two Statutes, after all the Force and Aid 
they had given to the Juriſdiction of the Court in Mat- 
5 ter of Tythes, proved ineffectual; and the Reaſon, as 
Z may be. gathered from the Subſequent Statvte of Ed. 6. 
Þ was, That when the Farmer had ſubſtracteil his Tythe, 
tze Parſon could ſue only for Damages, which depend- 
ing on the Value of the Tythe ſubſtracted, the Witneſ⸗ 
15 ſes, who were generally Farmers and Countrymen, did 

ſo undervalue the Tythes, that the Parſon, tho' he re- 
covered againſt the Farmer, was ſure to bea great Sufferer 
by the Suit. Had Things been ſuffered to continue in 
this State, the Legiſlature ſaw that Tythes would fink to 
Nothing, and the eſtabliſned Miniſtry be left without 
Maintenance, by the Iniquity and Partiality of Witneſſes, 
when little could be recovered in proportion to the real 
Value of the Tythe ſubſtracted, and that too, by a very 
great Expence at Law. Therefore, 1 
Th he Statute of the ſecond and third of Ed. VI. gave 
'a Forfeiture of the treble Value of the Tythes in one Cafe 
(as the Statute has been expounded) and gave double. Da- 
mages over and beſides the Cots, Charges, and Expences 
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| in another, 
So far were the Legiſlature from thinking it reaſonable 
to ſubmit the Value of Tythes ſubſtracted to the Evidence 
of Countrymen, that they gave the treble Damages, and 
„ double Damages with Coſts, &c. to ſecure the injured 
o Parſen in all Events; for Witneſſes could not with Safety 
to themſelves in a Court of Juſtice bring the Value fo 
3 bro but -that treble the Sum would reach the true Va- 
F ue. 


* 


5 5. This laſt Statute wrought the deſired Effect. The 
o | treble Damages and double Damages, with Coſts of Suit, 
1 cured the perverſe Will complained of in the Statutes, 
m and the People from that Time confidered Tythes as due 
di by the Law, and went on paying them, till the new 
Sect of Quakers aroſe, and pleaded Conſcience againſt 


to | paying Tythes due and accuſtomed according to Law. 
"og "1 SE). Ga ; 220 
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We are now then once again in the Caſe which produ- 
ced the three Statutes before-mentioned. 

And What is the Remedy now propoſed? 

The Bill depending before you propoſes, 

1. To take away the Juriſdiction of all the King's 8 
Courts in the Caſe of Quakers Tythes. 

2. To repeal, as againſt the Quakers, the three Act 
before mentioned. 

3. To give the Quaker Liberty to take to his own 
Uſe the Tythes due to the Parſon. 

4. To compel the Parſon to accept ſuch a Value for 
his Tythes, as the Juſtices ſhall think fit to ſet on them. 

The Former Acts were made again/t the Offender. 

This will be in his Favour, 

The former Acts were made to puniſh the Perſon who 
defrauded the Parſon of his Tythes. 

This Bill will puniſh the Parſon, who is defrauded ; 
and will encourage and ſupport the Quaker in ſetting up 
2 Right, upon the Plea of Conſcience, to another Man's 
Eſtate. 

I fay, to another Man's Estate, and I wiſh the Quaker 8 
Conſcience could be examined in this point. Is he a 
| Land:owner 2? Let him be asked, upon his Conſcience 
whether he paid any Conſideration to the Vender of the 
Land beyond the uſual Price, and upon Suppoſition that no 
Tythes would be due from his Land? Is he a Farmer? 
Let him be asked, Whether he pays more Rent than 
Churchmen uſed to give for the Farm, in Conſideration 
of his paying no Tythe? If he cannot ſay, that he 
either bought, or hired the Tythe, (and he can fay 
neither) what Title has he to it? He poſſeſſes himſelf of 
it, and cannot poſſibly ſhew any Right to it; and there- 
fore there muſt needs be another Owner, who has a juft 

Right to it; but the Quaker, it ſeems, cannot in Conſct- 
ence part with it ; : i. e. he cannot in Conſcience permit 
his Neighbour to have and enjoy his.0wn Property. 
Give me leave, on this Part of the Caſe, to make one 
general Obſervation. 
To ſecure Property, is one main End of Government; 3 
and therefore all Opinions, all Practices, inconſiſtent with 


the Preſervation of Property, are alſo inconſiſtent with 


Government and Society. And I conceive, this is 


only Inſtance of an Application to any Goveroment $. 
* 8 
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the known Word, to countenance an Opinion, ele: 


tive to the Property of any of the * 

But farther: 

I. There is a Caſe of great Extent, and common Ex- 
perience, for which the Bill provides no Remedy; that 


is, where the T ythes are ſubtracted, and the Parſon does 
not, perhaps cannot 'poſibly, know the Value, ſo as to 


found a Demand. 

＋ he Parſon has no Right to go into the Pariſhioners 
Lands, which have no common Way thro' them: If he 
does, he is liable to be proſecuted for Treſpaſs. And it 
is not to be ſuppoſed, the Quaker's Conſcience will per- 


mit him to allow the Parſon to go into his Grounds, to 
examine the Value of his Tythes: It would be a Crime, 


in his Opinion, equal to ſetting them out. It may there- 
fore be impoſſible for the Parſon to know the Value of 
the Quaker's Corn Tythe, and to make any Demand be- 
fore the Juſtices for it. But with reſpe& to ſmall Tythes, 
this is necgſſarily the Caſe; and therefore they are uſual- 
ly compounded at a moderate Rate: But how ſhall' the 


Parſon demand the Value of the Quaker's ſmall Tythes? 


It will not be ſuppoſed, ſurely, that the Parſon is to keep 
a Regiſter of all the Calves and Pigs born in the Pariſh; 
and if he would do it, how can he? He cannot go at all 
Times, or at any Time, into the Yards and Outhouſes 

of the Quaker, to watch when a Cow falls into Labour: 


How then is the Value to be demanded before the Juſtice? 


And, ſeeing I know not the Value, how ſhall I judge 
whether my Caſe falls under this Act, or is left at large, 
fince that depends on the Value. 

Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that the Blank in the Bill ſhould 
be filled with 100. or any other Sum; for the Caſe will 
be the ſame; and I knowing the Tythes ſubtracted by 
the Quaker to be of the Value of 13 or 141. ſhould 
bring a Bill in the Exchequer; and the Value ſhould be 


there diſputed; and an Iſſue directed to try the Value, and 


the Verdict ſhould ſettle the Value at 91. 15s. What 


will my Caſe be? The Bill ſays, No Tythes under Ten 


Pounds ſhall be recoverable in any Court. Conſequently 


I can have no Judgment upon the Verdict; but after an 


expenſive Suit, and a very partial Verdict, muſt go to the 


Juſtices in the Country ; and with little Hopes of ob- 


taining more than the Jury gave. 
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As the Law how * the Parfon dan bring a Bill 
of Diſcovery into Chancery, or in the E quity Side of. 
the Exchequer; in which Caſe the Farmer is obli iged to 
ſet out upon Oath his tytheable Matter, and the Value; 
and is liable to Proſecution for Perjury, if he 1s guilty of 
it. But is every Juſtice in the Kingdom to be erected 
into a Chancellor? If not, by what Proceeding ſhall 

the Parſon have a Diſcovery in theſe Caſes? 

II. By Law, as it now ſtands, the Parſon may $ub- 

pena all proper Witneſſes to give Evidence in his Cauſe, , 

but this Bill takes from him this legal Means of Defence ; 

if his Neighbours will go, it is well, he may get them 

it he can; but the Juſtice has no Power to compell them, 
and the Parſon is put to ſue for his undoubted Right, and 

the Aſſiſtance of the Law, to enable him to prove it is 

taken from him. 

III. In the original Cauſe before the Juſtice, the Par- 
ſon is ſuppoſed to have juſt Cauſe of Complaint, and to 
recover, in ſome me or other, and to de intitled to 
Coſts. 

It is probable he may ordinarily be the Appellant to 
the Quarter Seſſions, and Coſts may be againſt him: 
How is it that the Bill limits the Coſts in the firſt In- 
ſtance, when the Parſon is to receive them, and leaves 
them arbitrary in the Second, when the Parſon may be 
to pay them? 

IV. If the Quaker or his Witneſſes give falſe Evidence 
before the Juſtice, and I bring an Information or Indict- 
ment againſt them, and fail to make a legal Proof, (as I 
eaſily may do) in that Caſe the Bill 28 The Defendant 

ſhall et Treble Coſts. 

By the Statute of Edward VI. the Quaker is now 

liable to Treble Damages for not ſetting out my T ythes : 

By this Bill the Caſe is much alter'd ; If the Quaker re- 

Fuſes to ſet out his Tythes, and afterwards. endeavours to 

defraud me in the Value by falſe Evidence, and I attempt 

to puniſh the Perjury, and fail in the legal Proof of it, 

Treble Cofts are given againſt me. 

What is my Caſe now? My Tythe itſelf is gone 
without Remedy; I may be cheated in the Value by the 
Means of corrupt Witneſſes; and if I go a Step farther, 
it is at the Peril of paying Treble Colts, 

Is this equal Juſtice ? : 
V. The 
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1. The Effect this Bill Will have upon the Quakers 
pede Prong) ought to be: conſidered. 


Great Part of them have bid Adieu to theſe unjuſt | 


er Pretences of Conſcience; and yield their Tythes, 


or agree for them, as the reſt of their Neighbours do. 


But if this Bill paſſes in Compliance to the obſtinate Part, 


thoſe who have ſubmitted to the Law of their Country 


muſt be aſhamed, and return to their old Pretence in 
compliance to the Obſtinate ; whe will be eſteemed as 
Confeſſors, who by their Steadineſs have made the Law 


give way, and exalted their miſguided Conſciences above 
the Property of their Fellow Subjects. 


VI. As to the Sufferings of Ns Quakers ; in their 
own Caſe they reckon 1100 and upward, proſecuted for 
Demands recoverable by the Acts of the 7th and 8th of 
King William. 

Church Rates as well as Tythes are recoverable by the 
faid Acts; and Chyrch Rates are due i in every Pariſh as 
well as Vibes. 


Suppoſe then one half of the pee were, and 
probably more were, for Church Rates; for every Qua- 


ker as an Inhabitant of a Pariſh, 1s liable to Church 
Rates ; but thoſe only who are' Farmers, are liable to 


pay Fythes; z there will remain 550 Proſecutions for 
Tythes in 40 Years ſince the making of the Act, that 


1s, one Year with another, about 14. 
The Pariſhes in England are near 10,000, and if 
you add Chapels and Curacies, they will not fall ſhort of 


I2,000; and conſidering that there is a Vicar, there is 


alſo an Impropriator equally concerned in this Caſe, we 
may add one Third to the Number, or about 3000, ſo 
that the whole Amount will be 1 57000. 

Upon their own ſhewing then, it appears, that there 
has been not quite one Quaker per Annum proſecuted i in 
a Thouſand Pariſhes, &c. 

Judge now whether the Clergy have not generally cho- 
ſen the eaſieſt Method for recovering their Dues from 
the Quakers. If they had not, conſidering the Number 

of Quakers who will not pay till forced, the Proſecu- 
tions muſt have been more numerous. 


This being the Caſe, there is great Probability, That 


if the Law is permitted to ſtand as it does at preſent, the 
E will by degrees come off from their unreaſonable 
D 2 Scruples; 
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1 | 
Bcruples; and that, in the mean Time, every. wiſe 
Clergyman, for his own Sake, and every good Clergyman, 
in Compaſſion to his Neighbour the Puaker, will take 
the eaſy and cheap Method preſcribed by the Acts of the 
5 and 8th of King William, for the Recovery of his 
ues. > 55 | | 
But after all, if the Bill muſt paſs, let it by all Means 
be general ; for what has the Churchman done, that he 
ſhould be left ſubje& to the Proſecutions and Hardſhips at 
Law, from which it is thought reaſonable to relieve the 
N ” And for myſelf, J had much rathet loſe my 
ythe, than my Tythe and my People too, Eo 
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Country ParsoN's Plea againſt 
the QuAK ERS Tythe Bill, &c. 


Very Reverend, 


Pamphlet hath been delivered at the Doors of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and ſent under the 
Franks of divers of my Lords the B---ps to 

| the Parochial Clergy entitled, PAPERs RELA- 

TING TO THE QUAKERs I YTHE BILL, viz, g 


* I. Extrats from the Yearly Epiſtles of Meeting of 
Qua ters held in London, in Relation to Tythes, 


| 


II. Remarks upon a Bill now depending in Parliament, 
to enlarge, amend, and render more effectual the 
Laws now in being, for the more eaſy Recovery of 
Tythes, Church-rates, Oblations, and other Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Dues, from the People called Quakers 
And af Remarks upon a printed Paper, entitled, 
The Caſe of the People called Quakers, | 


III. Tur Country Parson's PLTEA AGAINST 

HE QuaKEeRs TVTHE BILL, humbly 7 =Y 
zo the Commons of Great Britain aſſembled in Par- 
lament. ESO 7 


wn — 


„The Papers relating to che .2uaters TY THE BILL 
were firft publiſhed in the Order above-mentioned, but were a- 
|  (erwards reprinted and placed as they are in this Pamphlet. 
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IV. The Caſe of the Prople called Quakers, 
The Methed of bundling up theſe Papers is particular- 


ly to be noted, CAT | 
For that, F, 5 8 
The BII I, though much inveighed againſt, is not 


regularly open d in them; and | es 
The CAsE, which is the Ground of the Debate is 


printed at the End of the Papers deſigned to confute it, 


which-ſeemeth as if the Compiler intended to prejudice 
the Reader againſt Both the Bill and the Caſe, before he 
ſhobld read either. 4 

So very unfair a Procedure deſerves Animadverſion; 
and, 

This Anſwer is directed to the Author of the Country 
Parſon's Plea, and not to either of his Colleagues, be- 
cauſe I would not be charged with fenen to expoſe the 
a Mother in the Church; oh 
| I would not be charged with directing my Anſwer 
either to the lighięſt, or the heavie/t of the Triumvirate, 
whilſt there is one to be animadverted upon, whoſe Parts 
and Capacity have raiſed him above Contempt, even in 


Spite of his ſow/ing Proſtitution---of whom the Caule of 


Liberty and Virtue might fear as much Miſchief, as He 
is known. to bear Malignity to it, were not his Abilities 
ſo happily qualify'd by his Reputation, that the moſt im- 
potent cannot be more harmleſs. 
This Country Parſon's Plea addreſſes itſelf to the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in a manner ſeemingly humble, 
ee ee, . 

1. It is preſumed ſays the Author, that it can be 
ce no offence for the meaneſt to offer Reaſons to the 
% 07 oi nn mp e 
2. Nor a Reproach to any Man to have a reaſonable 
& Concern for his own Property. 5 
« Truſting to theſe Preſumptions, I make bold, c, 
The ſpecious Preamble might induce us to believe, 


Caſe to an Houſe of Commons better informed : | 
And not that it is the fact in this, as in every In- 
ſtance where a Bill for the Reformation of the Church is 
brought into Parliament, that one or two venerable Saget 
* — raw 
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Nahkedneſs of a Father, or with deriding the Dotage of 


at this Country Parſon is humbly ſubmitting his 


pairin 
dictio! 
their 
Due. 


1331 
draw up an Invective againſt the Bill before it hath had 4 
Second Reading, and ſend it franked by the Poſt to the 
Clergy thro the Kingdom, to raiſe a Clamour from their 
Pulpits againſt the Proceedings of Parliament. 

This Invaſion of the Rights of the Houſe of Commons 
hath been ſo openly practiſed by their ſpiritual J- ps, 
that circular Letters to the Clergy of the ſeveral Dioceſes 
and of the two Univerſities have been iſſued, under Co- 
vers inſcribed with R. R. Names, on the bringing in of 
Bills in three ſeveral Years, viz. Firſt the Tythe Billz 
1731, next the Eccleſiaſtical Court Bill, 1733, and laſt- 
With Infolence ſtill more alarming, the Perſons who 
iſſued thoſe Letters have as openly menaced the Members 
who brought in thoſe Bills; threatning to oppoſe them in 
ſubſequent Elections with the Weight of Church Influ- 
ence, which that it hath intimidated the worthy Members, 
T preſume not to believe, I am ſure it ſhall never intimi- 
date me, but if the Fact be enquired into, there are not 
wanting thoſe who will make it fully appear. 
Not that any one laments to have heard theſe Menaces 
ſo frankly poured out againſt the Members, becauſe if 
that venerable Body oppoſe their Intereſt in the Lands of 


I, the Quaſters Tythe Bill now depending. 


England againſt the Rights of an Houſe of Commons, it 


will ſpeedily move the Wiſdom of Parliament to check 
the Exorbitance of that Power, which is ſo bold with 
their Liberties, 8 . 
Whatever ſhall threaten the Repreſentatives of the 
People in the free Exerciſe of their nobleſt Prerogative, 
the 3 of Grievances, muſt ſtrike at the Life of 
their Authority and Reputation; and moſt infamouſly 
treats them as a Body of Men called together for the Buſi- 
neſs of Taxing, and not at all for the Eaſing of the 
Subject: | 3 fel | 
As if the Commons of Great Britain were in Duty 
bound to grant Money for building of Churches and re- 
pairing of Abies, but were without a competent Juriſ- 
diction to examine Abuſes committed by the Clergy itt 
. Suits for Tythes and Dues, and for more than their 
Ae. | | 
This, abſurd as it is, will be found to run through the 
Plea before us, as a Principle on which the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Church and State is founded, and without which 
the Clergy can have no — 11 


reſt. Salus Populi Suprema Lex. 


9 4 
. [324] 
It is, ſays the Plea, a Reproach to no Man to have a a 
reaſonable Concern for his own Property. £ 
And the whole Argument treats the Bill as a Violation 


of the Parſon's Property, becauſe it directs in what Man- 


ner he ſhall ſue the Layman for Tythe. 
This is contrived to enflame the Clergy againſt the 
Houſe of Commons, as robbing Churchmen of their 
Property. 5 e 
But I think the Word Property was never leſs war- 
rantably uſed, than it hath been on this Occaſion. 
The Tythes of the Clergy, are the Wages, which, 


as Servants of the Publick, they receive from the Bounty 


of the Laws; and their Right in thoſe Tythes ariſing 
purely from the Grace, their Remedy in ſuing for them 


muſt depend wholly on the Mill of the Legiſlative 


Power. = : 

A Layman's Freehold accrues to him by Inheritance 
from his Father: A Churchman's Freehold accrues to 
him by the Gift of the Publick, on ſuch Conditions, 
as are or ſhall be declared to qualify the Tenure of the 
Poſſeſſion, or the Recovery of any Rights incident to it. 

By Non-compliance with theſe Conditions, as declared 
in a ſingle Act of Parliament, i. e. the laſt Uni formity- 
Act. Thouſands have been deprived in a Year, not only 
of their Tythes, but their Churches, with the high Ap- 
probation of all zealous Churchmen. 

And I muſt ſay, for the Reputation of the Sufferers in 
that Caſe, that as ſenſible as they were of their Hard- 
ſhips they had greater Modeſty than to call that a Pro- 


perty which they knew to be only a Truft : 


Nor would it have been endured ; and much leſs, that, 
knowing their Poſſeſſions to be held of this Publick Do- 
nation, they ſhould have had the Inſolence to treat any 
Intereſt incident to their Poſſeſſion, as a Matter of Pro- 
perty, not belonging to the Diſpoſition of Parliament. 

Every private Intereſt, even Rights of Inheritance, 
muſt be governed by the Conſideration of publick Inte- 


And nothing can be more inſolent or incongruous, than 


to challenge the Donations of the Publick, as a Property 


not to be reformed for the Convenience of the Publick. 
No free State, no wiſe People, ever ſuffered ſuch a 
Doctrine to paſs unreproved. The Agrarian Laws of 
the ancient Republicks in direct Contradiction to 5 ap 
daine 
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Tor 


dained the equal Diſtribution of Lands, and Ft 
the Grievance of exceſſive Property, by limiting and re- 
ſtraining the Poſſeſſions of their Subjects. 

The Laws of England are not without the ſtrongeſt 
Declarations of the ſame Wiſdom in our Legiſlators ; 


the Reformers of our Church, to their Honour. be it 


ever remember'd, were the Men who avowed this Pow- 


er of retrenching enormous Property to be the Preroga- 


tive of Parliament. 
The Act concerning Peter Pence and Diſpenſations, 
25 Hen. 8 cap. 15. hath this remarkable Preface. 
* WHEREAs, it ſtandeth with natural Equity and 
d Reaſon, that in all. and every Laws human, 
ads within this Realm, or induced into this Realm 
by Sufferance, Conſent, and Cuftom----Your Royal 
Fr nan and your Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
mmons, repreſenting the whole State of your Realm, 
in this your moſt high Court of Parliament, have 
full Power and Authority, not only to diſpenſe, but 
alſo to authoriſe ſome ele& Perſon or Perſons, to dif- 
penſe with theſe and all other human Laws in this your 
Realm, and with every one of them, as the nt 
of the Perſons and Matter ſhall require ; and allo the 
faid Laws and every one of them to abrogate, amplify, 
or diminiſh, as it ſhall be ſeen unto your Majeſty, and 
the Nobles and Commons of your Realm, preſent in 
your Parliament, meet and convenient for the Wealth 
of your Realm.“ 
And becauſe that it is now in theſe Days preſent ſeen 
that the State, Dignity, Superiority, Reputation and 
Authority of the imperial Crown of this Realm, by 


n ͤG / OO 


Upſurpations and Eæactions, practiſed in the Times of 
your moſt noble Progenitors, is much and ſore decayed 
and diminiſhed, and the People of this Realm thereby 
impoveriſhed, and ſo or worſe be like to continue, if 
Remedy be not therefore ſhortly provided : 

© It may therefore pleaſe your moſt noble Majefty, &c. 
(to take away Peter Pence and Payments to the See of 
Rome. ) 

This Act provided againſt the Claims of F oreigners, 
we ſhall in the next Inftance ſee how our Anceſtors dealt 


Aa „ 


with the Claims and pretended Properties of Churchmen | 
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The Act for ſuppreſſing of Monafteries, which had 
not Lands above 200 J. by the Year (27 Hen. 8. 
cap. 28.) 50 N LEN 
 Decrares, 27 r 
The Lords and Commons by a great Deliberation 
$ finally be reſolved, that it is and ſhall be much more 
© to the Pleaſure of Almighty God, and for the Honour 
© of this Realm, that the Poſſeſſions of ſuch Religious 
© Houſes now being ſpent, ſpoiled, and waſted for In- 
© creaſe and Maintenance of Sin, ſhould be uſed and 
committed to better Uſes; and the unthrifty Religious, 
5 ſo ſpending the ſame, to be compelled to reform their 
© Lives; and thereupon moſt humbly defire the King's 
5 Highneſs, that it may be enacted (10 ſuppreſs them.) 
To this Act for ſuppreſſing the leſſer Ecclefiaftical Foun- 
aations, ſucceeded ſoon afterwards the general Surrender 
and Diſſolution of all the Monaſteries in the Kingdom, 
when ſo many Impropriatians of Tythe became Lay Fees, 
and were alienated from the Church by Authority of 
Parliament, TED | 
W hoever reads theſe Acts, will find 1. That the Re- 
gulation of Eccleſiaſtical Property is ſo far from contra- 
dicting, that nothing can be more natural to the Genius 
of this free Kingdom. 5 | 
2. That ſuch Regulation of Property in the Church, 
is the only Means by which any People can obtain a Re- 
formation of Religion. 
23. That the Parliament of this Kingdom, in diveſt- 
ing the Church of thoſe /npropriations of Tythe, did not 
allow Churchmen to have any Property in Tythe 
And (4.) that if the Legiſlature now in being, pro- 
ceeding in the ſame Courſe as our fir/t Refermers, ſhould 
thing it expedient to aboliſh 41 Tythe remaining in the 
Church, or to convert it into Lay Fees, they could not 
want a full and proper Warrant from the Acts of their 
Predeceſſors, ſo long as the Acts for Non. payment of 
Peter Pence, and for ſuppreſſing of Monaſteries ſhall re- 
main in the Statute Books. 1 
But we are not debating the Queſtion, whether Tythes 
ought to be continued: The Quakers (as a People who 
think them to be aboliſhed by the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
not lawful by the Principles of Religion for them to pay) 
deſire the Authority of Parliament to be in ſuch. manner 
interpoſed, that ſo long as they are laid upon them, it 
may 


— — —— 


| „ 
may be in the leaſt oppreffive Courſe, and by the moſt 
Summary Proceſs. 1455 LAN 
The Houſe of Commons, in Compaſſion to their 


; Grievances, with the moſt unanimous, chearful, and 
' | ready Conſent, ordered a BILL tobe brought in, 0 enlarge, 


amend, and render more effeftual the Laws now in being, 
for the more eaſy Recovery of Tythes, Church Rates and 


 Oblations, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues from the People 1 
called Quakers. X g Wl! 
= The Bill, by their Command, hath been printed. Wl 
£4 It recites: | 5 1 
That by an Act, 7 & 8 W. III. a Remedy is pro- 1 
© vided for the Recovery of Tythes and Church Rates, 1 
; not exceeding the Value of Ten Pounds, where Quakers Wl. 
' © refuſe to pay them; 1 
0 That by another Act, 1 Geo. I. the ſaid Remedy 1 
i is extended as well to Tythes, as to all other Rights, 1 
, | © Dues, or Payments from any Quakers belonging to 1 
F © any Church, Chapel, or the Miniſter or Curate there- 7 
bof: 5 WW | 
— And it further recites, 5 wh 
- © That it may be convenient to extend this Proviſion 1 
8 © to a further Sum. bl 
It therefore enaQs, 5 
bs That where any Quakers ſhall refuſe to pay or com- bo 
— © pound, any two or more Juſtices of the Peace (other if 
© than ſuch Juſtice as is Patron of the Church, or inte- 381 
- © reſted in the Tythes) upon Complaint of the Parſon "If 
ot © or Proprietor, or Collector, ſhall ſummon ſuch Quaker 8 


t to appear before them, and either upon Appearance or 
o- | * Default of Appearance (ſuch Summons being duly 
Id | proved upon Oath) ſhall proceed to hear the Complaint, 
he and to ſtate what is due, and by Order under their 
ot © Hands and Seals to direct the Payment thereof, ſo that 
ir | * the Sum ordered do not exceed (a Sum to be limited 
of © by this Bill) and ſhall order reaſonable Coſts, not ex- 
re- © ceeding (a Sum to be limited by this Bill;) and upon 
* £© the Refuſal of ſuch Quakers to pay according to ſuch 
nes © Order, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Juſtices, by War- 
ho | © rant, to levy the Money by Diſtreſs and Sale of the 
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nd © Goods of ſuch Quaker, rendering the Overplus (the 
ay) * neceſlary Charge of Diſtreſs being thereout firſt de- 
ner © ducted.) And any Perſon finding himſelf aggrieved 


= "WP — by this Judgment, may appeal to the next General 
| | | Quarter 
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[38 ] 
©" Quarter Seſſions, and the Juſtices there preſent ſhall 
proceed finally to hear and determine the Matter, and 


to reverſe or affirm the ſaid Judgment; and if they 


continue the Judgment, they ſhall give ſuch Coſts 


againſt the Appellant as they ſhall think reaſonable z 


and no Certiorari, or Writ from any Court ſhall re- 
move or ſuperſede their Proceedings. 


It is further enacted, That if the annual Value of 


K „ & A 


.. 6.0 86 


ſuch Tythes or Dues doth not exceed the Sum (to be 


limited by this AR) no Quaker ſhall be ſued in any 
other Court or Manner, unleſs the Title of ſuch Tythes 
ſhall be in Queſtion; 


And that if the Perſon againſt whom ſuch Judgment 


ſhall be had, ſhall remove out of the County, Diviſion, 


or Corporation, after ſuch Judgment, the Juſtices 


who made the Order, ſhall certify it to any Juſtice of 
ſuch Place to which the ſaid Perſon ſhall be removed, 
which Juſtice is authorized to order fuch Sum to be 


- Jevied on the Goods and Chattels of ſuch Perſon, in 


the ſame manner as the other Juſtices might, if ſuch 
Perſon had not been removed. 


Provided always, that no Diftreſs ſhall be exceſſive 


A KK 


Provided alſo, That where any Quaker complained 


or unreaſonable, but proportioned, as near as may be, 


to the Value of the Sum. 


of, for ſubſtracting, witholding, not paying, or com- 


pounding for ſuch Tythes or Dues, ſhall inſiſt upon 
any Preſcription, Compoſition, or Modus Decimandi, 


Exemption, Diſcharge, Agreement, or Title, where- 
by he ought to be freed from the Payment in queſtion, 
and ſhall deliver the fame in Writing to the ſaid Juſti- 
ces, that then they ſhall give no Judgment in the mat- 


ter, but that the Perſons complaining ſhall be at liberty 
to proſecute in any other Court, as if this Act had not 
been made. 


And it is enacted, That fo 3 of the before re- 


na, 


cited Act as relates only to the Recocery of Tythes or 


Dues ſhall be repealed ; 


© And that any Perſon ſued for any thing done pur- 


ſuant to this Act, may plead the General Iſſue, and on 
that, or any other, give this Act and the Special Mat- 


ter in Evidence; and if a Verdict or Judgment ſhall 


be for the Defendant, or if the Plaintiff be Nonſuit, 
or diſcontinue the Action, the Defendant ſhall recover 


« treble 
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t treble Coſts ; and no Suit ſhall be commenced for an 
© thing done purſuant to this Act, unleſs it be brought 
© within a limited Time after ſuch Cauſe of Action 
c ariſes; 8 | 

And laſtly, This Act is declared to be a publick 
Act. 

This is the Tenor of the Bill: 

A Bill, which by a peculiar Fate, no ſooner was 
brought into Parliament, than it united certain R. R. 
P----tes in the cloſeſt Combination againſt it; and they, 
whoſe reciprocal Hatred was as fierce as the Rivalſhip for 
Power, which occaſioned it, was unchriſtan and ſcanda- 


lous, at once laid aſide their Animoſities to oppoſe this 


moſt reaſonable Bill, dreadfully collecting the Force of 
their ſeveral Abilities in a formidable Pamphlet, after 
having in their Feuds for Supremacy been hardly prevailed 
on to ſupport the Provocation of each other's Com- 


pany. 5 | 

From this unexpected Alliance, hath ariſen the Cla- 
mour of the Country Parſon againft this Bill; a Clamour 
indefatigably promoted, but by nothing more ſucceſsfully 
than by the Words of the Plea, viz. 

As JI am a Subject of Great Britain, as well as a 
* Miniſter of the Goſpel, I have a Birth-right in the 
* Law, and in having all Queſtions relating to my 
Property determined in the Methods of Juſtice uſed in 
this Kingdom, and not referred to an arbitrary Deci- 
ſion. Nulli negabimus Fuſtitiam, is the Language of 
Magna Charta.“ 2 | 
'This isa Suggeſtion, that the Bill deprives the Clergy 
of their Birth-right in the Law, that it ſubjects them to 
a Determination of Property not uſed in this Kingdom, 


a A @ 


that it refers them to an arbitrary Deciſion, and denies 


them the Juſtice which is promiſed by Magna Charta. 
Some of theſe Complaints appear upon Examination 
to have no Meaning, and others to have no Force; that 
is, they might be Objections, did not they want the 
Foundation of Truth. | 


The Allegation of the Clergy's Birth-right in the Law, 


as applicable to the Affair of Tythes, would make a 
Stranger imagine, that either they were born with the 
indelible Character upon them, or that every Prieſt had 
Inſtitution and Induction of a Benefice, even in his Me- 
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[ 49] 
If the Tythes, if the Dues, if the Maintenance, which 
Is now paid to the Clergy, were entirely taken away, 
they would loſe no Birth-right they have in the Law; 
they might loſe the Benevolence, which they receive 
from the Law, and which the Legiſlature have the ſame 
| Right to reſume, as ever they had to eſtabliſh, if the ſame 
Reaſon which induced the Grant ſhould require the Re- 
ſumption, if Public Good ſhould call upon them to re- 
verſe what their Anceſtors conſented to from no other 
Conſideration. 3 

But the Bill hath not propoſed the taking away of 
their Maintenance. It gives them ſuch Methods of ſuing 
for it, as may be leaſt vexatious in the Proceeding, and 
leaſt oppreſſive in the End: a Method of recovering their 
Maintenance, which may not conſume the Subſtance of 
thoſe whoſe Labour maintains them. 
This Recovery being given by the Judgment of two 
Juſtices of the Peace in the County, where the Com- 
plaint ariſes, or, upon Appeal, by the General Quarter- 
Seſſions of the County -by what Colour or Pretence 
can ſuch Accuſations be brought againſt it? 

The Words of the Great Charter, Nulli negabimus 
Juſtitiam, are ſpoken by the King, who is ſuppoſed 
ſays the Lord Coke) to be preſent in his Courts of Juſtice, 
declaring, We will deny Fuſtice to no Man. 
| Theſe Words intend, that the Subject ſhall have Re- 
ſort to a certain Court wherein he ſhall be determined 
and not that he ſhall fue in every Court according to his 
Fancy; 3 

Otherwiſe, he might ſue in the high Court of Parlia- 
ment for the Sums of fx and eight Pence; for doubtleſs, 
the King is preſent as well there as in any inferior Court, 
and is ſpeaking the ſame Words, Nulli negabimus Fuſti- 


tiam. 


The Words then give no Man a Right to be heard in 


what Court he pleaſes, but in ſuch as ſhall be* appointed 
im; c 
And this is the only Birthright, which either Clergy 
or Laity can pretend to have in Determinations of Que- 
ſtions relating to their Property. 7 5 3 
If the Court of Chancery by Injunctions ſhall ſtay Pro- 
ceedings in the Courts of Common Law; if the Courts 
of Common Law by Prohibitions ſhall ſtay the Proceed - 
| | ings 
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is not denied him. 


1 47 1 
ings of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, is the Juſtice promiſed by 
Meena Charta denied to the Party who may not proſe- 
cute in thoſe Courts? © = nates 


-----No; for, he is not to have the Advantage of Law 


contrary to good Conſcience; nor is any Man to ſue in 
an improper Court, nor any Court to have Cognizance 


of an improper Cauſe. My 
And if the Courts of Common Law comprehend with- 


in their Juriſdiction the full View and Superintendency 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, if the Courts of Equity have 
the ſame Compaſs in reviewing and ſuperintending the 
Courts of Common Law, with Power to abridge and 
teſtrain their Proceedings as Juſtice may require; . 
Flath not the Legiſlative Power, the Parliament of 
the Kingdom, ſupreme Cognizance of all Courts and 
Methods of Recovery, with like Power to reſtrain 
Duits, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe? = RN 
By Magna Charta the King is ſworn to deny no Mais 
Fuſtice, to delay no Man Juſtice, &c. that is, he 18 

| ſworn to execute the Laws. 3 
But, is the Parliament bound not to alter the Laws, or 
not to amend, explain, and repeal them, as the Good of 
the Kingdom ſhall require? Ta ; ; 


The King, as Chief Magiſtrate, is under this Re- 


ſtraint: In this Capacity He cannot have Cognizance of 


Publick Convenience: but the King, Lords and Com- 
mons, as Legiſſators, cannot be reſtrained. They muſt 
provide for Publick Convenience, as ſuperior to all other 
- Conſiderations: So that to limit Parliamentary Power, 


as if it were Regal Power, is incongruous with Legiſla- 
tion, and not to be charged on the Words of the Great 
Charts... 5 „ 
If therefore the Country Parſon is enabled by Parlia- 
ment to ſue in any certain Court, and may receive A 
Determination according to the Uſage thereof, Fu/tice 


* 
* 


The Words of the Plea, in ſetting forth the Hardſhips 


. the Parſon muſt ſuffer from this Bill, ſuggeſt, that the 


Power of Juſtices of the Peace to determine Queſtions 


of Property without Appeal, is a Method of Juſtice | 


not uſed in this Kingdom: 
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A Suggeſtion ſo falſe, and fo fully to be diſproved by 
every Day's Uſage, grounded on the Laws of the King- 
dom made under many Kings, that I will charitably 
hope the Author of the Plea rather forgot than concealed 
the Facts which confute him, 9 | 
It is a Method of Juſtice uſed in Queſtions of Pro- 

rty between the King and the Subject, where the 
Publick Revenue and the Trade of the Kingdom are 
concerned, and where the Value of the Property in 
Queſtion, muſt beyond-all comparative Proportion ex- 
ceed the Value of the whole Tythe of the Kingdom. 
- Thus the Statute 12 Car. 2 Cap. 24. gives the Gene- 
ral Quarter Seffions of the County Power to adjudge, to 
levy, mitigate, compound, or leſſen the Forfeitures and 
2 4855 of Perſons offending againſt the Laws of Ex- 
Ciſe ; N J 
And no Certiorari ſhall ſuperſede their Proceedings, or 
any of their Orders relating to Exciſe. 

By the 14 Car. 2 Cap. 11. Any 
mit Perſons hindring Officers of the Cuſtoms in the Ex- 
ecution of their Offices; and the Juſtices at the Quarter 
Seffions may inflict the Penalty of 1001. upon him. 
By 1-Fac. 2. cap. 19. the Juſtices of the Quarter 

Seffions are Yearly at Eafter and Michaelmas to aſcertain 

the Market-Price of Corn or Grain imported. 


Juſtice may com- * 


„ TH RIS ns», 


SELF; 


As by 5 & 6 WW & MH. cap. 7. they are to ſettle the 3 


Price of Salt and Rock Salt. 
And by the Statute 8 Anne, cap. 
may ſettle the Aſſize of Bread, from whom there may 
be an Appeal to the General Quarter Seſſions only. 
Alſo by theStatute 12 Anne, Parl. 2. Sg. 1. cap. 18 
three Juſtices have Power to adjuſt the Charge of Salving 
ſtranded Goods. | | 


them, 


Great Cattle, &c. whom they may impriſon for three 
Months. „ | | 
Hy the I Anne, cap. 21. they have Power to convict 
Perſons knowingly, receiving, or .buying Goods clan- 
deſtinely run or imported, whom they may, (for want of 
Diſtreſs) impriſon for three Months, TY 


By 


18. two Juſtices þ 


By the 20 and 32 Car. 2. to convict Perſons who A 
offend againſt the Acts prohibiting the Importation off 


And further, Juſtices of the Peace have Power given! 
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By the 2 and 3 Anne, cap. 14. they have Power to 

convict Perſons who do not pay the Penalty of 20 5s. per. 
| Buſhel for Salt brought from Scotland, whom they may 
impriſon ſix Months. | 


Power is likewiſegiven by the 10 and 11 V. 3. cap. 22. 
T hat the Juſtices of the Peace at their General Quarter 
Seffions ſhall hear and determine Matters relating to the 
Duties on Salt, upon any Appeal by Perſons grieved by 
the Judgment of two Juſtices; and the Determination 
of ſuch General Quarter Seſſions ſhall be final. 
And by the Act I. Geo. cap. 10. | 

One Juſtice of the Peace may convict Perſons offend- 
ing in the Fiſh-Trade, and levy the Penalty of 20 f. by 
Diſtreſs, or for want of it commit the Offenders ta 
twelve Months Impriſonment. 

And by the Acts Geo. I. cap. 21. and 8 Gee. I. 

cap. 18. . ae 

Two Fuſtices reſiding near the Place where Seizures of 
Brandy or Veſſels of the Burthen of fifteen "Tuns ſhall 
be made, by Virtue of any Acts relating to the Cuſtoms 


for carrying uncuſtomed prohibited Goods from Ships in- 
'wards ; or for re- landing Certificate or Debenture Goods 


from Ships outwards ; and where Seizures of Horſes, or 


other Cattle or Carriages ſhall be made, for being uſed in 


the removing or conveyance of ſuch Goods : 
Shall examine into, hear and determine all ſuch Sei- 


. Zures, and their Judgment ſhall be final, and not liable 
to any Appeal (even to the Quarter Seſſions) nor to any 
Writ of Certiorari. | 


And that the Juſtices of Peace may be enabled to hear 
and determine Queſtions of Property, it is enacted 
The At 7 & 8 VJ. 3. cap 30. that Perſons refuſing, 
when ſummoned by ſuch Juſtices to appear and give 
Evidence on any Information before ſuch Juſtices, for 


Offences againſt the Laws of Exciſe ſhall forfeit ten 


Pounds. | 
It will now be incumbent on the Clergy, or their Ad- 


vocate this pleading 0 f to ſhew why the Clergy's 


Property in Tythe ſhould not for the Eaſe of the Subjects 


of England, and for the Attainment of ſpeedy Juſtice, 
be heard and determined by the ſame Methods which the 


T reaſure of the Crown, and the Property of 5 
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72 
and Perfons intereſted in all the Branches of Trade muſt 
ſubmit to without Appeal. 

Theſe Laws affect not ally the Liberty and Property 
of private Dealers, not only the Revenue which ſupports 
the Civil Government, but the Intereſt and Eftates of 
that vaſt Body the National Creditors, who have truſted 
their Properties to the Faith and Honour of Parliaments ; 
nor do theſe Laws leſs affect the Funds on which the cur- 
rent Service of the Year, and the Safety of the King and 

Kingdom muſt at all Times greatly depend. 
._ Theſe Laws, as they were enacted to determine 
Queſtions of Property, in Cafes of this tranſcendent 
Value and Importance, have been always eſteemed Laws 
of rigorous Advantage in favour of the Property which 
they are to recover and maintain. 

They are Laws which by thoſe Perſons who are ſued 
in Conſequence of them, and according to the Methods 
preſcribed in them, have ever been conceived leſs indul- 
. ry or eligible than any other Laws N which Suits or 

roſecutions may be grounded. 

And the Extenſion of theſe Laws to other Branches of 
Trade, as it was lately propoſed, occaſioned the greateſt 
Vneaſineſs amongſt thoſe who are liable to be ſued in theſe 

Methods, that ever was known in our Times. 
| Yet this ſevere and rigorous Method of Juſtice have 
the People called Duakers deſired of the Legiſlative Pow- 
er for the Recovery of Tythes againſt them, rather than 
continue liable to the Multiplicity of Suits, the Protrac- 
tions of Cauſes, and exceſſive Coſts of Suit, which are 


not leſs grievous to themſelves, than odious to the Laws, | 


and repugnant to natural Juſtice, _ 

They wiſh not to be ſued in this Method, becauſe it 
3s indulgent ; They and all Mankind know it to be a 
Method ſufficiently ſevere upon thoſe who are ſued : but 
they pray it from a reaſonable View, that they may not 


E: ruined by Suits in all Shapes carried on without 
+: 


Tythe, and are only ſollicitous for it, becauſe it is ſhort 
and ſpeedy. 

This may be the Country Parſon” $ real Objection to 
the Method. For, he may deſire to proſecute the Quaker 
| 25 a FOI Nonconformift ; he may ati unchri- 


ſtian ; 
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They know it to be a ſure Method of recovering 


TY WS 


ſtlan Revenge againft Diſſenters, by carry ing on oppref. 


= 


general, important, and valuable Concern, 


of Juſtice not uſed in this Kingdom, and therefore not 


 Miſchiefs and * ariſing by the People called - = 


the Quarter Seſſions, had Power to convict by notorious 


Quakers, on Conviction of their holding that Perſua- 


Deciſion of a Quarter Seffions competent to take away 


nations, the ſame Method of Proſecution was eſtablith'd 
by the Influence of the Clergy. 


ſtrained diſſenting Teachers, from coming within five 
3 Miles of any Corporation, 17 Car. 2. cap. 2. 
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five Suits againſt them ; and may for this equitable 
Reaſon complain, that any Reftraint of ſuch Suits denies 
him the Methods of Fuſtice uſed in this Kingdom. 
Tt appears from the Statutes already cited, to be a Me- 
thod of Juſtice ordained by Law in Caſes of the moſt 


But whilſt this Reverend Order oppoſe it, as a Method 


fit to be uſed in determining Queſtions which relate to 


their Property: 4 
Can it be thought credible that the Clergy incited, | 


purſued, and eftabliſhed it themſelves, as a Method of e 


uakers, and all other Proteſtant 


Juſtice in puniſhing O 


Diſſenters, for the Worſhip of God according to their 


Conſciences, inflicting upon them Fines, Impriſonment, 1 
111 
[ 


and Baniſhment from their Country by the ſame Arbitra- 
79 Deciſion ; which as zealouſly as it was ſought for in 
taking away the Eſtates of Nonconformiſts, is fo grievouſſy 


complained of, as taking away the Birthright of the ith 
Clergy in the Law, and depriving them of their Main- „ 
tenance? 1 


If we look back to the Act made i in the fourteenth 
Year of Charles the Second, entitled, In AF to prevent 


Quakers ; ; 
'There it will appear, that Juſtices of the Peace, at 


2 


Evidence of the Fact, and to fine, puniſh, and tranſport 


oy 
* ab 


———; 
Up 


ſion, 
Strange! that the Clergy ſhould think the arbitrary 


— 


the Fortunes of this People, to baniſh them from their 
Country; yet incompetent to determine Suits eren 


againſt them for Tythes! 
With Regard to Proteſtant Diſſenters of all D 


by . 


— I 5 
. Pr ou. 
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The Oxford five Mile Act, ſo called, NEE it re- 
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EnaQed, that two Juſtices might "commit Offenders 
of their own convicting to no leſs than fx Months Im- 
priſonment. 

And by the Adts to ſuppreſs ſeditious Conventicles, 
VIZ. 

I. The Statute 16 Car. 2. cap. 4. 

Two Juſtices were authorized for the firſt Offence to 
fine the Party five Pounds, or to impriſon without Bail 

for three Months, and their Certificate was to be a- Re- 
cord of Conviction. 

2. For the ſecond Offence they were to inflict a fine 
of ten Pounds, or ſix Months Impriſonment. 


And, for the third Offence they might tranſport 


the Offender for ſeven Years, unleſs he paid one hundred 
Pounds before the End of the Seffions, 

II. The Statute 22 Car. 2. cap. I. 

The Convictions were to be by two Juſtices of the 
Peace, and the Fines to be levied. by their Warrants of 
Dittreſs, though in ſome Caſes to the Value of twenty 
Pounds. 


2. The Appeal of the Party aggrieved was to be to 


the Quarter Seſſions, and no Court was to intermeddle 
with any Cauſes of Appeal upon this Act, but they were 
to be finally determined by the Quarter Seffons only. 
And a Juſtice of the Peace in one County, was 
to certify to the Juſtices in any other of the Flight of 
the Offender. 

Theſe Laws which were obtained before the ha 2 
Revolution, and were diſpenſed with afterwards by t 
Toleration AF, in favour of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
general, and by the Affirmation Act in favour of the 
Quakers in particular, 

_ SHEw the Deciſion of Fuſtices to be a Method in great 
Repute and * with the Clergy before the Re- 
volution. 

And though they now ſuggeſt it to be a Method of 
Juſtice nat uſed in the Kingdom; yet the Clergy them- 
ſelves, after the Revolution, inſerted the Clauſes in the 
Affirmation Act, which gave Juſtices of Peace the fir/# 
Cognizance of Quakers Tythes. 

They inſerted them in a Law which had no relation 
to Tythe, and they would not agree that the Quakers 
Affirmation ſhould be taken inſtead of an Oath, unleſs 

Juſtices 
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| . of Peace might be truſted with this arbitrary 
2 eciſion of their Tythes. 

A Deciſion which they think reaſonable to conclude 
the Quaker, but not the Parſon in Queſtions relating to 
* 4 . — | | 
hus the Power of Juſtices of Peace is a good and 


| wholeſome Proviſion, when given for the Benefit of the 
f Clergy. But an unjuſt and arbitrary Method when uſed 
* | for the Eaſe of the Quaker. 
” | Thus it is right to ſhut the Quaker out of all the 
| King's Favour, when the Parſons holds it expedient to 
oy Bf recover Tythe in the Country; but it is denying the 
t Parſon the Juſtice of the great Charter, if contrary to 
4 bis Option he is referred to a Deciſion 1 in the Coun- 
rere. 
Thus the Quaker ſhall have no Option of Courts of 
ne Juſtice to Defend the Property, which the Law hath giv- 
ofen him in nine Tenths of his Subſtance 
haut the Parſon ſhall claim Liberty to proſecute in 
Town and Country, in Maſiminiſter-Hall, the Eccleſi- 
 aftical Court, and the Quarter Seſſions, without Re- 
ſtſtraint, for the ſingle Tythe in which he hath an In- 
15 tereſt, or he will complain that the Juſtice of Magna 
w"y Charta i is denied him: 
5 And, the Quaker ſhall have ſuffered Proſecutions for 


forty Years together; 
f 
* Yet the Country Parſon ſhall tell us, that this Deciſion 
dy Tuftices of the Peace, takes away the Clergy's Birth- 
2 night in the Law, and is a Method of Juſtice not uſed 
* in this Kingdom. 
+ The Country Parſon, I ſay, ſuggeſts it; 

z For, I can hardly believe, that any Man above that 
hw E ermgad would be ſo ſcandalouſly weak, as to ſug- 


* — . WY + - — — — 
I L_ »; — 2 
— 
wont — — CET 
by . _ * — ” 
— * 35 — . 4 OR SOA i, OO 
a — 5 — * 21 


. geeſt a Fa, which the pooreſt Country Plnoman, from 1 
I Aaily Experience, muſt know to be falſe. li 
of F And were it poſſible, that one of greater Eminence ll 
' could fo far be wanting in his Duty to Truth, to his 1 
4 God, and his Reputation, it would ſhew him to be con- it 


: 5 firm'd in that unbluſhing Proſtitution which takes Delight 
ft | in the want of honeft Shame, though Enemies rejoices 
and Friends are confounded at his Infamy. 
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25 A Parſon of this Habit only, could be capable of add- 
leſs | ing to the Number of unjuſt Complaints, the Glamour 
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againſt the Determination of Juſtices in their Quarter 
Seſſions, as an arbitrary Deciſiun 

As if it were more arbitrary than a Deciſion of a Court 
of Equity, where a Clergyman muſt ſue for his Tythes 
if he is diflatisfied with Common Law. | 

Or, as if it were more arbitrary than the Deciſion of a 
Court of Deligates, where he mult have his laſt Wen, 
if he ſues by Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs. | 

It might be thought, from this Complaint of an ar- 


bitrary Deciſion, that the Clergy were remarkably fond 


of Trials by Juries, where the Verdict is in the Judg- 
ment of Twelve Men eſpecially impannelled at every 
Aﬀize : And that they oppoſe a Deciſion by one or zo 


only, and diſlike a Dernier Reſort to a Standing ſet of 


Juſtices. 


Yet, ſtrange as it may ſeem, it is certainly true, that 
of 1153 Suits for Tythe againſt the Quakers, 1094. of 


the Number ſought either for the arbitrary Deciſion of 
Courts of Equity, where the laſt Reſort is to the Houſe 
of Lords, or for the more arbitrary Deeiſion of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts, where the laſt Reſort 1 is to a Court of 
Deligates. 

The Bill now depending being to compel the Parſon 


as well as the Quaker, to abide by the Deciſion of the 


Court of Quarter Seſſions; 

And amending the Acts of King William and Ling 
George the Firſt, which gave the Parſon his Option o 
ſuing in this Method, this Bill being intended to reſtrain 


him from ſuing in any other: 


Let us hear the Country Parſon's Objection to this 


Variation of the Law. 
The AQs of King Pilliam (ays he) took no Reme- 
dy from me; they provided an eaſy Remedy for the 


Recovery of Quakers Tythes and ſmall Tythes, they 


A 


did not ſhut up the King's Courts againſt me, but left 
me at liberty to take the new Method, or, if it was 
neceſlary, to reſort to the old ones: 

For this I had Reaſon to be thankful, and have al- 
© ways Choſen the new Method for my own ſake and 
* my Neighbour's ſake; 

After ſuch an Acknowledgment that the Remedy is 

eaſy, that the Parſon had Reaſon to be thankful for it, 
and always had choſen it; Would any Man believe that 


fince.thole Acts have taken place, the Clergy have carried 
| of 
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on in the moſt oppreſſive Methods no leſs than 1153 Pre- 


— 


ſecu tion? | ns | 

The Reaſon of which rigorous Suits ſeems to be, that 
the more Gentle do not anſwer the Parſon's Intention in 
mn e.g 

| This Intention is beſt to be underſtood from the 
Words of the Country Parſon's Plea, which aſſerts, 
that the Law was deſigned to puniſb the Quaker with- 
holding Tythe from the Parſon.  _ 2 

So that the Recovery of Tythe is not ſufficient to the 


Parſon, unleſs he can puniſh by the Method in which he 


recouers. | 


The Parſon, as a Principle of his Religion, holds 


Tythe to be of Divine Right. | 
The S2uaker, as a Principle of his Religion, holds 
Tythe to be aboliſh'd by the Inſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Church. 5 : 3 
The Law gives the Parſon Tythe as a Temporal Inte- 
reſt; And the Parſon goes to Law not only to recover 
Tythe, but to avenge the Divine Right of his Order 
upon the poor Quaber, who calls it Antichriſtian. 
He knows the Quaker cannot yield that Tythe which 
all of his Sect hold to be againſt Conſcience. 


He can by Law recover it in any Court; And if the 


Proceedings of ſome Courts are more expenſive than 
others, he will ſue in thoſe Courts, that he may puniſi 
the Quaker in the Method of recovering T ythe. | 
This may agree with the boundleſs Ambition and 
cauſeleſs Cruelty of 4 Eccleſiaſticks, but it would be 
reproachful to the Juſtice of a Legiſlative Power, that 
ſhould allow one Part of the Subjects to take Advantage 
of the Unhappineſs, the Infirmity, or Religious Preju- 
dices of another Part, for the Ends of Vexation and Op- 
preſſion. _ Ha | | = 
Vet this is the Cafe, whilſt the Parſon may worry 
Quakers for Tythe in every Court at his Will. 
If the Parſon ſues in the Exchequer, or profecutes in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, he can oppreſs the Quater 


with heavier Coſts; and perhaps, by Litigiouſneſs, may 


tor the Benefit of his Church, add the tenth Part of a 
Farthing to the Rate of his T'ythe © L 
Will the Parſon then be ſo charitable as to ſue before 
the Juſtices, who can only levy his Tythe, but not op- 
preſs the Quaker with Coſts? _—_— 
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No: for the Law, ſays the Country Parſon, was made 


to PunisH the Quaker for defrauding me of my 
Tythes. 


He will proſecute where he may puniſh the Quaker 
with the greater Effect; and that Court whoſe Proceed- 
ings are moſt chargeable will be the Court, wherein the 


| Parſon can moſt puniſb him. 


Thereſore, 

To make Eccleſiaſtical "FRED terrible among Non- 
conformiſts, to ſubdue their Oppoſition to the Pride, the 
Inſolence and Uſurpation of. unconſcionable Churchmen, 
to make ſevere Examples of thoſe who oppoſe Divine 
Right, and to indulge a litigious e 
Temper; 1 

The Parſon will ſue for Tythe, not where he may 
eaſily recover it, but where he can with greater Advan- 
tage at once recover and oppręſs. 

This is called a foul Charge on the Clergy, RY their 
Advocates want a Specification of Suits, that they may 
be able to vindicate their Conduct, 

The Suits ſhall be ſpecify'd in the proper Courſe of 
Enquiry-----In this Place it is enough to obſerve, That 


as foul as the Charge can be, tis a Practice which every 


Clergyman hath at his Option; and whether it be fitting 
that the Clergy ſhould be truſted with Power to Oppreſs, 
is a Queſtion of ſo eaſy a Diſcuſſion, that they have not 
a Friend in the World, who, as to his own Particular, 
would chooſe to live at their Mercy. 

It is taking away this Power to oppreſs, which occaſi- 
ons ſo great an Alarm. 

The Country Parſon, zealous for this Power, pretends, 
that the Want of it will expoſe him to Injury. 

»The Quaker, /ays he, knowing that J have no Re- 
© ſort to tlie Law, but muſt be concluded by the Juſti- 
* ces in the Country, will not only keep all my Tythe 
+ from me, but will uſe all his Art and Application to 
reduce the Value by the Judgment in the Country. 

* The Juſtices in the Country will be under a Temp- 
© tation to uſe this Power to cultivate an Election-In- 
© tereſt, 

Many Quakers are Freeholders; and as they are 


© great Traders, have Influence over many others, and 


© will act as one Man in Oppoſition to the Parſen: 


6 I have 
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F F have but one 2 for the County, and #0 In- 


b tere This 
ObjeRion 3 is grounded altogether on a Suppoſiti- 
on, 
:F hat the Quakers, one of the leſſer Bodies of Diſſen- 
ters, are ſtronger in Property and Intereſt, than all the 
Clergy of the Church of Englaud, the two Univerſities 
included; 
= Cenſequently, That the Quakers Weight i in Trade 
will bear down the Clergys Weight in Land; And, 
2 © That Country Gentlemen will court an Election -In- 
„ tereſt, rather among the Quakers than the Clergy ; 
« = whereas in F act, two Thirds of the Counties of Eng- 
s land are governed i in their County Elections by Church 
| -Intereſt; 
y | And in ſuch Counties will the Quaker or the Parſon 
be moſt likely to prevail by the Partiality of ny 
' Gentlemen? 
ir This Parſon ſays he has but one Date, which is hard 
y upon him; becauſe, to my Ene wledge, He hath more 
Than one Beefice. 


of | He ſays He hath no Inters/?, which I am equally ſorry 
at for; becauſe, if it is true, it is owing to his very bad 
ry . Character. | 

ng | But can this Allegation be general; Can a Honeficad 
ſs, z Clergyman have no Intereſt where he hath ſuch a Pro- 


ot | perty as Tythe, and where every Farmer muſt ſubmit to 
ar, His Will. to avoid oppreſſive Proſecution ? 

. This Power of maintaining a Multitude of Suits is the 
fi- © moſt formidable Power of the Crown. And, if an Of- 

cer of Exciſe can in ſome Degree influence Votes in 
ds, | Elections by his Power to oppreſs (which many Statutes, 
provided to reſtrain ſuch Influences, have declar'd) Can a 
ge-] + Clergyman having Power to proſecute, be without the 
fti- | fame Influence over the Votes of his People? and is there 
the | not the ſame Reaſon to reſtrain it? 
ito | Every Clergyman, by his Intereſt with the more de- 

| youtand yielding Sex, by his Intercourſes with the Sick, 
mp- by his knowledge of all the Family-Afairs in his Parith, 
In- and by reconciling even the Quarrels which He foments, 


may procure to himſelf the higheſt Influence over the 


are Votes of his People. 
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E 52 } 
When the Weight of his Property in their Lands is 


added to his Interpoſition in their private Affairs; when 


Fear co-operates with Kindneſs, and He can awe thoſe 

into Submiſſion whom He cannot perſuade to love Him. 

What Pariſhioner, having a Vote in Elections, can 
refuſe it to the Requeſt of his Parſon ? 

I was ever of Opinion, that a Clergyman muſt have 

the worſt Judgment of any Man in his Neighbourhood, 

if he hath not the beſt Intereſt. 

And, the Pretence that Tryals of Tythe by 3 
of Peace will become ſubſervient to an Election-Intereſt 
might naturally make a Quaker fear to abide this Tryal, 

where the Biaſs of the Court muſt by ſo great a Probabi- 

| ity be in Favour of the Clergy. 

But is this the Difference between the Parſon and the 
Quaker! ? 

The Juſtices, if ever ſo much biaſſed, can only by a 
ſpeedy Deciſion levy the Tythe; and, this will not ag- 
rieve the Quaker : 

Whereas the Parſon covets a be Suit in an ex- 

28 Court, which may not only recover his Tythe, 
but gratify his Revenge. 

With this View he magnifies the Quakers Dealings in 
Trade, and Intereſts in Elections; 

As if it could tranſcend that Intereſt in Land, and 
Power in Elections, which the Tythe of the Clergy, the 
Endowment of Chapters, Colleges, and Univerſities, 
and the Epiſcopal Revenues of the Kingdom, have eſta- 
bliſhed in Favour of the Church : 

A Power, that every Man ſees to be daily increaſing 
from the Capacities of that Corporation, which is ena- 
bled to purchaſe all the Lands of England in Mort- 
main. 

A Power, that will, in the Courſe of Time, if it be 
uncheck'd in its Progreſs, extend its Sway over all the 
Property of the Kingdom, tho' contrary to the Genius, 
and tending to the Deſtruction of this free Government 

With the View of Supporting this exorbitant Power, 

the Country Parſon takes the infamous Liberty of taxing 

the Juſtice of all Mankind, | 

Tis his Grievance, ' That, 

1. By this Bill he muſt be ty'd down, for the Value 
* of his Tythes, by the Judgment of two Juſtices, out of 

| © whole 
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4 it. | 
2. © The two Juftices who gave the. Sentence will be 
on the Bench at the Quarter Seſſions, or if they are not, 
it may happen, that their Brother Juſtices may think it 
more expedient, that a Parſon ſhould loſe forty or fifty 


worthy Gentlemen Juſtices of the Pesos ſhould be 
ſuſpected of Partiality.” 

3. The eſtabliſhed Miniſtry will be left without a 
Maintenance, by the Iniquity and Partiality of Wit- 
neſſes, who are generally Farmers and Countrymen, 
and undervalue the Tythes though by Evidence upon 
their Oaths. 


' 'hisis the decent and charitable Manner in which 
the Country Parſon expreſſes himſelf of the whole People 
of England, from the Country Gentleman down to the 
Country Farmer: | 


As if the Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of the Peace 
for the ſeveral Coanties of England, had not as fair a Re- 
putation for Juſtice, and as tew Temptations to be par- 


tial as the Judge, of an Eccleſiaſtical Court, who, though 
the Creatures of the Clergy, {it there to decide the Pro- 


perties of Laymen : Or, 
As if it were a foul Charge on any Man who wears a 
Caſſock, to ſuppoſe he will be oppreſſive in his Suits, or 


enormous in his Exactions, though manifeſtly for the en- 


riching of his Family, and impoveriſhing his Adver- 


ſary; 


Vet a modeſt and fair Accuſation, that none of the 
Gentlemen of England are ſufficiently impartial, to ren- 
der Juſtice between Clergymen and Quakers. 

Fhe firſt Allegation, 


That the Parſon will be ty'd down for the Value of 
© his Tythes to the Judgment of two Gentlemen, out 


< of whoſe Lands the T'ythe ariſes, or whoie Tenants 


pay it, 


Is abſolutely falle 
Becauſe, 1, The Bill excepts ſuch Juſtices as are any 
ways intereſted in the Tythes ; 

2. TheParſon who may complain to any 4e Ora ce 
never will complain 7 any one, out of whoſe Land the 
Tythe ariſes, or whoſe Tenant pays it; but * 

| | A 


s whoſe Lands the Tythe ariſes, and whoſe Tenants pay 


Shillings 8 great Part of the Demand) than that two 
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He will have the whole Commiſſion of 
pick two Juſtices out of, and Will certainly apply wher 

he hath moſt Expectation of Partiality to his Order. 

The next Allegation, 

© That when two Juſtices of the Peace have given 
© Sentence, the Gentlemen of the County may think it 
< more expedient that the Parſon ſhould loſe forty or fifty 
Shilling (a great Part of his Demand) than that two 
of their Brethren ſhould be ſuſpected of Partiality 3 5 

Is abſurd, malicious, falſe, and ſcandalous. 

It not only reflects on the Honour of the Gentlemen 
of England; but ſuppoſes, that two Juftices cannot err in 
their Judgment without Suſpicion of Partiality : And, 

It ſuppoſes, that all the Gentlemen of a Country will. be 
partial and unjuſt, rather than that two of their Brethren 

ſhould be accounted erroneous 1n any particular Judg- 
ment 
Did the Country Parſon learn to think thus of Fudici- 


al Proceedings from thoſe in Ecclefraſtical Courts ? Is 
the Chancellor of the Dioceſe, or the Dean of the 


Arches, partial in favour of the Clergy, leſt the Church 

ſuffer Scandal from the Suppoſition that a Clergyman, 
who loſes his Cauſe, is unjuſt in his Suit? 

What have the landed Gentlemen of this Kingdom 

done to offend this Parſon, that they, who of all others 


are moſt intereſted in the publick Happineſs, ſhould be 


treated as leaſt of all qualify'd to adminiſter publick Juf- 
tice? | 

Or, that they ſhould be treated as a Band of Rappa- 
res, combin'd to ſupport each other in Acts of Injuſ- 
tice ; 

And, leſs to be ſuſpected of deciding Suits impartially, 
than that wooden Implement of Church-Power, who 
judges by Commiſſion from the Clergy, who owes them 
Partiality in Requital for his Promotion, and is tempted 
to encourage a Multitude of Suits to encreaſe his own 
Fees of Office? 

1 hope the Gentlemen of the County wherein this 
candid Parſon reſides, will make him the moſt publick Ac- 
knowledgments of theſe indiſcriminate Reflections, which 
10 remarkably diſtinguiſh his Humanity as a Gentleman, 
his Politeneſs as a Scholar, his Meeknels as a Clergy man, 

and his Charity as a Chriſtian. 
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But 1 hope at the ſame ime, that he will neyer be ad: 10-4 
mitted to fit amongſt them; becauſe a Man, who can 181-18 
think of them as ſuch a partial Set of Miſcreants, 1 
may probably be an Example to juſtify his own Reflec- 
tions. 

And as to the Charge on the Farmers and e 
\ | who are repreſented in every Part of the Plea, as robbing 
= the Clergy of their Maintenance by their Iniguity and 
Perjury, in undervaluing the T'ythes, it will be a ſuffi- 
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| cient Anſwer in general, that if there was leſs Avarice - | if 
and Injuſtice in the Clergy, they wou'd be leſs forward 1 
in accuſing the Country of Iniquity and Perjury. 1 
> It is Fact, that the Farmers in general never gave the 14 
1 | Parſmn ſo high a Rate for his T'ythe, but he look'd on 14 
- itt as below his due, and were they to give him zine 1 
| Tnths of their Subſtance, it would nat ſatisfy the rave- 1 
- | nous Spirit of ſome Clergymen, fo long as the Farmers 1 
s | retain one Part in ten to themſelves. | 1 
e | Is this ſeverely ſpoken of the Clergy ? Let any Man Tf 
h judge whether it can be more ſevere than warrantable, SF 
„ | when provok'd by a Clergyman, who is capable of defa- #78 
ming all the Gentlemen of England as partial and unjuſt 110 
n | Judges, and the whole Yeomanry of England as Knaves 11 
rs in their Dealings, and perjur d villains in Courts of 1 || 
ze | Juftice. = l 1 
1 Perſuading myſelf, that ſo much as hath been faid on ; — 104 
this Subject will vindicate the Honour of Engliſb Gen- 14 
a- | tlemen, and their Competency for the Jurildiftion which $710 
ſ- | is given them by this Bill: 1 
Ĩ proceed to examine the reſt of the Pretences, chat it Bib 
Bae” | injure the Parſon's Property : "Wi: 
o | Of which none can be more enflaming, than the 
m | Complaint in the 16th Page. 
ed | * No Quaker, ſays the Parſon, will, after ſuch a Law 
on | © ſhall be made, ſet out his Tythes, but will retain 
| © them to his own Uſe; and I ſhall be debarred of hav- 
his ing them in kind, how neceſſary ſoever they be to 
c- | © my own, and my F amily's Subſiſtence. 
ch | By this Law, the Parſon cannot ſet his own Tythe, 


in, | © and carry it away, but the Occupier of the Land 
© muſt ſet it out; and if the Parſon intermeddle with 
> © the Corn before the Occupier hath ſet out the Tythe, 
15 he is liable to an Action. 

4 6 The 


r ; 


The Quaker's Conſcience Will not permit him to ſet 


© out the Tythe: ſo that with the Law on one Side, and 


© the Quaker's Conſcience on the other, no Tythe can 

< ever be ſet out in this Caſe.” | 
Would any Man imagine, after this grievous Com- 

plaint. of the Law on one Side, and the Quaker's Con- 


ſcience on the other, that. the Bill actually gives the Par- 


ſon a better Remedy than ever to receive his Tythes in 
Kind? And, that if they are really neceſſary to his own, 
or his Family's Subſiſtence, he may have them in Kind 
of the Quakers by the Aid of this Bill ? 


He ſays, the Quaker's Conſcience will not permit him 


to ſet out the T'ythes: 


But then, the Bill ſays, the Juſtices Warrant ſhall 


immediately levy theſe 'T ythes : 


So that the Diſtreſs may be made upon the tytheable 


Matter, and the Parſon may have it in Kind, with 
better Meaſure than if the Quaker had ſet out his 
A | 

And the Quaker ſhall pay the Coſts. 

This is eaſy Juſtice. . 3 

But the Parſon hath alledg' d, That by the Laws in 
© Being, he may recover Treble Damages of every 
Quaker not ſetting out his Tythe.' 

This is the Parſon's real Objection againſt the Bill; 
and a moſt Conſcientious Objection it will appear to be; 
For,. "x | 3 
The Parſon knowing the Quaker to be reſtrained by 
Scruple of Conſcience from ſetting out his Tythe, looks 
upon the Penalty of Treble Damages to be a ſure Intereſt, 
which he hath at preſent in every Quaker's Property 
and whereas he hath but one Tythe of any other Man, he 
takes Three of every Quaker, or Six Shill:ngs in the 
Pound from the Produce of the Land, beſides deſtroy- 
ing great Part of the Remainder, by loading him with 
Coſts of Suits, | 1 | 

Can you think then, that the Parſan will conſent 
to a Law which may pin him down to his Tythe only, and 
not allow him to recover treble Tythes of every Quaker 
in his Pariſh ? | | 1 | 
Can you think that, whilſt the Quaker's Default of 
ſelting out Tythe is ſo profitable to the Parſon, he will ever 
eonſent that a 7»/tice of the Peace ſhou'd ſet them out for 
| ta 


een, Re ABT AS Ie" nnn Re CI * 
N ff EEO al 2 os Irs e „ N 
e r 


n 


IX 


= 2 


CIT; ab wes ths ED A REA 5 51 . 1 1 
Rs E 8 ; 
—— 


* R 
* 3 wa 

r 3 
0... 2 5 I, 2 


e CEE PEE i 8 
* * "P27. CCC ISS) e 1 
f 2 r 
ee ö N 


0 "of 2 0 NY N - 5 2 DYY NEE ww; * vv : N N 2 a e 9 x . 5 
1 * * _ 6 <4 * K * N * TTL 9 PLE * 7 5 . A N : 3 * 
o Aa Log noch 7 OP . : 3 > | 0 * eee eden 
PFF 2 - 2 * * 44 2 - CHE DE 4 N 
A 8 >. 313 2 r $3. PICS . mls . 4 * 
—:. | 


N 


P IG. 
„ 
2 —— 5+ 5: 


57] 7 
the Qua ler, and ſave the poor Man from the Penalty of 
a Default? . 8 
This is Reaſon with a Parſon againſt the Provlſion of 
this Bill, but can never be a Reaſon with any other 
Man. It may be an Intereſt of precious Concern to the 
Clergy, but it would be a Reproach to Publick Juſtice, 
were they ſuffered to demand Three times the Value of 
their T'ythes in the King's Courts, on pretence of their 
not being ſet out, when any two 7uflices of the Peace in 
the Neighbourhood may grant their Warrant to take thent 
in the Field, in the Barn, or wherever they may be 
found. DR 3 
If this does not ſatisfy the Parſon, there is an Expedi- 
ent, which, as I have heard and believe, the Quakers 
will not oppoſe, and which mult ſilence the Parſon's Ob- 
jections. 4 1 | 7 | 
The two Juſtices of the Peace, who have Power by 
their Warrant to levy the Value of the Tythes when 
they are with-held, may by their Warrant authorize a 


t Perſon to ſet them out when they ought to be paid in 


Kind. 

The Law, in this Caſe, will not impoſe it on the 
Quaker to ſet out Tythes contrary to his Conſeience, 
nor will the Quaker be ſubject to pay three Tythes for 
not having ſet out one: But an Officer will be appointed 
to ſet out the Tythe, which the Quaker, from his Scruple 
of Conſcience, is diſabled to ſet out himſelf. And the 


Parſon will not then have the Plea of Neceflity to juſtify 


his going to Law for his Tythes, nor the Seandalous 
Temptation of ſuing the Quaker for three times the Va- 
lue of them: | | Ft EN 
The Parſon may anſwer, that this will be a Proviſion 
for the Recovery of Great Tythes, as Corn, Hay, &c. 
But how ſhall he take his ſmall Tythes? Muſt I; 
« ſays he, in the 27th Page, watch when a Cow falls 
< into Labour, or muſt I keep a Regiſter of all the Calves 
© and Pigs that are born in my Pariſh? ); 
This leads us to the Objection he makes in the next 
Page //õ„„ a MY 
© As the Law now ſtands; the Parſon can bring a Bill 


© of Diſcovery in Courts of Equity; in which, Caſe, 


* the Farmer is obliged to ſet out his tytheable Matter 
: and the Value; and is x to Proſecution for Tee 


OT 
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= if he is guilty of it. But is every Juſtice in the King» 
dom to be erected into a Chancellor? If not, by what 
© Proceeding ſhall the Parſon make a Diſcovery in theſe 
Caſes? | | . 

It is to be obſerved, that the Parſon firſt puts a Caſe 
of a Bill of Diſcovery to be brought in the Exchequer 
after this Law ſhall take Place: Yet in the next Para- 
graph complains, that no ſuch Bill can be brought there. 

He firſt complains of the Hardſhips he ſhall ſuffer in 
bringing ſuch a Bill, and next ſets it forth as his Hard- 
ſhip that he cannot bring ſuch a Bill. This is Extraordi- 
nary | 7 

Lie not that the Law propoſed will take away the 
Juriſdiction of Courts of Equity to retain Bills of Diſ⸗ 
covery; J am not certain that the Proceeding by Bill in 


Equity is the moſt reaſonable Method to be uſed for ſuch 


Ditcovery.-----But in Anſwer to that arch Queſtion - 
Is every Fuſtice to be erected into a Chancellor ? J muſt 
ſay, it ſeems as reaſonable that there ſhould bea Chancel- 
lor in every Court of Quarter Seſſions as in every Court 
of the Clergy: And, I think, if the Law muſt compel 
a Quaker to diſcover the Value of bis Tythes, that in 
this Caſe, the cheapeſt Method of Diſcovery will be the 
Beſt Method; and that the Juſtices at the Quarter 
Seſſions, may examine him with as good Effect, (though 
not with ſo much Coſt) as the Parſon can interrogate him 
with, in the Court of Exchequer. 

There is a flight Objection in the ſame Page work'd 
up into a loud Complaint, © That the Juſtices can't 
* compel Witneſſes to attend them.“ But to remedy 
this, the ſame Clauſe may be provided in this Bill, as in 
Relation to the Exciſe, by the Act y & 8 W. 3. which 
inflicts the Penalty of Ten Pounds on any one, who ſhall 
not appear as a Witneſs on Summons from: a Juſtice of 
the Peace. And, 5 
The Quaker muſt be equally ſollicitous for ſuch a 
Clauſe, as He muſt be equally affected by the Want of 
Means to compei the Appearance of Witneſſes. 

So that in the Manner of working up this Objection, 
the Country Parſon ſtrains it beyond what Truth can 
Juſtify, and endeavours to make the Clergy think, from 
this preſent Want of Power in Juſtices, that this Bill 
denies it, becauſe it does not mention it; and that in the 
M.ianner 
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Manner of drawing the Bill, it ſeemeth intended to 
leave the Property of Tythe precarious : 

Whereas a Bill of this comprehenſive Nature can 
hardly be prepared ſo full in the firſt Drawing, as to want 
no additional Clauſe ; and the Ordinary Forms of Par- 
liament give ample Opportunities for inſerting them be- 
fore it becomes a Law. 

It is next objected, That 

In the Original Cauſe before the Juſtice, the Parſon 


4 is ſuppoſed to have juſt Cauſe of Complaint, and to 


© recover in ſome Share or other, and to be entitled to 
« Coſts. 

And that 

© It is probable He may ordinarily be the Appellant 
© to the Quarter Seflions, and Coſts may be againft 
« him. 

* How is it then, ſays the Parſon, that the Bill li- 
© mits the Coſts in the firſt Inſtance when the Parſon is 
© to receive. them, and leaves them arbitrary in the 
5 ſecond, when the Parſon is to pay them? 

"There is nothing more in this Objection, than that 


two Juſtices are limited in giving Coſts, and the whole 


Bench at their Quarter Seſſions left to give Coſts accord- 


ing to Diſcretion. And, 


1. In the firſt Inſtance of Complaine; it may be rea- 


ſonable to ſpecify the Coſts, which fhall not be exceeded; 


to the End that the two Juſtices, tho' ever ſo partial to 
the Complaint, may not oppreſs the Defendant with 
Coſts. But, 

2. In the Appeal, if the Parſon or Quaker appear to 
be litigious, it may be reaſonable that al the Juſtices of 
the County ſhould have Power to give exemplary Coſts, 
though it might be leſs ſafe to leave it in the Diſcretion of 
any two of them. 

And now we come to the grievous Objection againſt 
the Bill; (Page 29) That 

If the Parſon bring an Indictment or Information 
< againſt the Quaker or his Witneſſes for PERJURY, and 
fail to make a Legal Proof (as it is ſuggeſted he eaſily 
© may do) in that Caſe, the Bill ſays, the Detendant ſhall 


recover Treble Coſts,” 
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Extreamly hard! that a falſe Accuſation of Perjury 


ſhould be liable to TREBLE CosTs! 


Tf the Parſon cannot prove Perj ry, why ſhould he 


charge it? If the Nature of the Proof is difficult, does 
not Juſtice impoſe this Difficulty ? Ought any Man to 
be convicted of ſuch a Crime from flight Appearances. ? 


from a covetous Parſon's Suſpicion; or from a diſappoint- 
ed Parſon's Reſentment? And if the Parſon wants 


the Evidence which the Law requires, ſhould the 


Law allow him unpun iſhed to publiſh ſo much infa- 
my ? 
| This is his Manner of moving Compaſſion for the 
Clergy ; 

1. He repreſents the two Juſtices, before whom he 
complains, as unjuſt Judges. | 

2. He repreſents the whole Bench of Juſtices, before 
whom he brings his Appeal, as partial to the Injuſtice of 


their two Brethren, 


a he brings a Bill of Diſcovery in the Exchequer, 
. He repreſents the Quaker, as perJuring himſelf to 
Jefrand the Parſon of his Tythes. 


Or, If an Iſſue be directed by the Exchequer for the 
Value of Tythe to be try'd by the Country. 


4. = = eg the Verdict of the Jury to be very 
partial ; an 


5. The Witneſſes in every Caſe and every Court to 


be perjured and corrupt. 


Such a Combination is ſuppoſed to be in every Coun- 
try again the Claim of 'T'ythe! | 
If the Parſon (holding all theſe Articles of Faith as 
neceſſary to Salvation) cannot prove this INJUsTICE, 
PARTIALITY, PERJURY, and CORRUPTION 3 | 
What then? | 
Why then he muſt pay Treble Coffs : FR: 
Did ever the Chriftian Church ſuffer ſuch Proſecu- 


tion! 


Yet a Layman would be ſet in the Pillory for a Tythe 

of that Defamation, which this Parſon hath publiſhed 
againſt the Juſtices of this Country. 

I confefs, if I might judge of a Man's Conſcience, 

who ſhould publiſh ſo much Slander againſt all Ranks and 


Peres of Men, I ſhould take it to be of the blackeſt 


Complexion, An honeſt Man will repoſe a reaſonable 


Conki- 
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Confidence in the Honeſty of other Men, but be wha 
would have no Man thought to be juſt, ſeems to wiſh, 


that no Man ſhould be in a Condition to do him Juſ- 
tice. - | | | 5 

However, ſince the Oppoſition to this Bill hath had 
its chief Support from the Clamour againſt the Power 


of the Juſtices, ſince the Gentlemen 4 England have 
been charged with ſuch Corruption, Partiality and In- 


juſtice, it hath been propoſed, that the Judge of Afſize 


ſhould be appointed inſtead of the Court of Quarter Seſ- 


ſions, to hear and determine Appeals; And, the Quakers 


Have not objected to this propoſition, becauſe they deſire 
no other than ſpeedy Juſtice, and will be glad of receiv- 
ing it any where. | TER 
Nor can the Parſon object to this final Deciſion by the 
Judge of Aſſize, who can have no Intereſt to cultivate in 
the Country, who cannot have any undue Regard to the 
Juſtices from whom the Party appeals, and who will not 
be the ſame Perſon at any two Aſſizes in the ſame Cir- 
Cuit., hs | | | TOP 
There are nevertheleſs ſome Objections againſt this 


Alteration of the Bill. 


I. It is not yet known that the Judges are willing to 
be charged with this additional Load on the Buſineſs of 
the Aſſizes. And, it may not be reaſonable to impoſe it 
upon them, if it can be other ways diſpoſed of, becauſe 
the late Acts of Parliament, eſpecially thoſe relating to 
Diſcharge of Debtors, have already occaſioned more 
Buſineſs to come before them than the uſual Time 
of Aſſizes will allow them conveniently to deter- 
mine. 5 85 | | 

And, 


2. The next Objection is of ftill greater Weight, 
Such an Alteration would countenance the ſcandalous 


8 againſt the Honour of the Gentlemen of Eng- 
and. ; | 


And therefore, I declare myſelf freely on the Matter, 


I ſhall give my Negative to it. 


Every Gentleman by this time hath formed his Judg- 
ment whether khe Juſtices of Peace deſerve this Truſt; 


or whether the Power with which this Bill inveſts them, 


will be Effectual to the Ends for which it is propoſed. 
And therefore I ſhall not examine any farther the Country 
at — Parſen's 
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Parſons Objections, either to their Qualifications for the 
Cognizance of Tythes, or to the Sufficiency of their 
Juriſdiction for the Recovery of Tythes. But, : 
The general Efect which their Deciſions will have 
upon the Intereſt of the Clergy in Tythe, as it is fore- 
told by the Country Parſon, deſerves "oy particular No- 


tice. 
% The Quarter Seſſions price, ſays he, will be a ſtand- 


ce ing Rule for the Value of LE in every County. 


« And. 

The Bill will probably, in Proceſs of Time, in- 
< troduce a general Modus Decimandi for the whole 
5 Kingdom, 

To this I anſwer, That, 

I cannot ſee the Probability of any ſuch Ges 
to flow from this Bill: Or, that when the Juſtices have 
determined the Value of Tythe in one Farm, it will be 
2 Rule for the Value of T'ythe in any other. 

For, if the Soil is ſeldom of 
two Men's Lands, (and the Produce muſt always be in 
| Value according to the Goodneſs of the Land;) | 


Will it be ſufficient for any Farmer to ſay before the | 


Juſtices, You have determined the Value of another Man's 
 Tythe at ſuch a Rate, you ought therefore to charge me no 
higher, though the Land which 1 farm is of treble Value, 
and produces a treble Crop? | 

Or, will it conclude the Parſon with Reſpect to any 


particular Eſtate that the Juſtices determined the Value 


at ſuch a Rate in any particular Year ? Will he not ſhew 
that the Land hath been improved, the Produce increaſed, 

and that the Value of his Tythe is greater than It was 
laſt determined ? 

This infinite Variety of Caſe, this frequent Difference 
between one Farmer's Land and another, nay between 
the ſame Land in different Years, will make it impoſſi- 
ble that the Quarter Seſſions Price, as declared on any 
Occafion can became the ſtanding Rule for the Value 
of Tythe in that County, or even in that Pariſh where 
it ariſeth. 

But if a general Modus Decimand® for the whole 
Kingdom were to enſue; if a known determinate Value 


5 be eſtabliſhed for the Tythe of every County, 


though I ſee no hope of attaining it, I think n , 
£ 


equal Goodneſs in any 
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that it would be a general Good as well to the Clergy as 
the Laity: For, 


The Clergy would be endowed with a better Mainte« 


nance, though they were allowed a leſs Rate, and the 


Laity would be charged with a lighter Burthen, though 


they paid a higher Rate. 
The Certainty of the Modus would fave the Expence 


of thote unhappy Controverſies which impoveriſh the 
Parſon, who even raiſes the Value of his Tythe, and 
which beggar the Farmer, though he brings it below the 


Value. 


The Title to the Modus would be ſimple, clear, and 


unperplexed ; the Recovery of it eaſy and ſhort. There 


would be no Occaſion of racking the Layman's Conſci- 
ence to diſcover on his Oath againſt the Biaſs of his In- 


tereſt. And there could not poſſibly be an Opportunity 


of cheating the Parſon of his Maintenance, as is now 
ſaid to be practiſed, by Perjury, W and In- 


juſtice. 
The Advantages of this certain Appointment for the 


Maintenance of the Clergy, are maniteſt in thoſe Pariſhes, 


where it is levied by a Pound Nate upon the Inhabitants ; 


nor will I deny the Reverend Order this Juſtice, that, 


tenacious as they are of the Divine Right of Tythes, they 


have never ſcrupled to prefer a Parliamentary Right to 
a Pound Rate, where it promiſed them a better Re- 


venue. 


In general, it may be ſaid with Truth, there never was 


an Impoſition on Mankind more frunful of Law-Suits, 
than the Claim of T'ythe, which never knows a certain 


Value. 


Nor was there ever an Impoſition more grievous and 
oppreſhve than the Claim of Tythe, which takes a 
Tenth from the Produce of the Poor Man's Labour, who 


manures the Land, who employs his own Stock to raiſe 


the T'ythe, and ſurrenders the Choice of the Harveſt to 


the Prieſt, who neither ploughs nor ſows. 


The Improvement of the Land is at leaſt equal to the 


Value of the Land, and a Tenth Part of the Produce 


free from all Charges of raiſing it, is not a Tythe, but a 
Fifth Part of every Man's Property; a ſtand ing Land 


Tax or Four Shillings in the Pound upon all the Subjects 
in England. Da 


10 


- —— eos ag 4 


©. > 
If it be conſidered with reſpect to ſmall Tthis, the 
Grievance i is heavieſt upon the pooreſt of the People. 


Thoſe who are rather Objects of Charity, and fit to re- 
ceive Alms, are the Subjects of Eccleſiaſtical Oppreſſion; 


and compelled to pay Tythe. tc 

If a Se Widow, the Labour of whoſe Hands, and 1 
the Produce of whoſe Garden, is the only Subſiſtence of | «+ 
herſelf and five or ſix Children, hath an Apple-Trees 1 
ſhe muſt give the Tenth of her Fruit; if ſhe keep a HT 
Hen, ſhe muſt give every tenth Egg, or every tenth | f 
Chicken; and if ſhe hath a Bee- Hive, ſhe muſt 8 = cÞ 
a tenth of her Wax and her Honey, „ 4 

To THE PARSON OF THE PARISH; = ©” 

Who, if he is not ſatisfied with her Contributions, Wc. 
will proſecute her in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, and make pe 
her depoſe upon Oath how many Pippins grew upon her c þ, 
Tree? how many Chicks were hatched? how many. <4 


Eggs were addled ? And what Caſualties happened i in the 
Management of her Bez-Hivs. 


This was the Complaint of Chaucer”s Plowman againſt 
the Prieſts of his Time; 3 


For the Tything of a Duck, 
Or an Apple, or an Aye, 
1 make Men ſwere upon a Book; 
Thus the foulen Chriſtes F 155 


Is it then an to complain of this Yythe of = 
the Clergy, as the Eaſt-Wind that withers the Fruit, 
the Caterpillar that deſtroys the Harveſt in the Ear, the 
Locuſt that preys upon the Property of the Rich, and 
eats up the Bread of the Poor? an Harpy that carries 
Law-Suits in one Claw, and Famine in another? that 
devours what the publick Taxes ſpare, and is more inex- 


orable than an Exciſe? Nobl 
This prodigious Uſurpation upon the Property, of See o 
Mankind makes the Bill before us the more abſolutely the fi 
neceſſary, and moves all Indignation againſt the Parſon ment 


who ſuggeſts, That the Bill will encourage the Quaker 
in ſetting up Right upon the Plea of Conſeienee to 
© another Man's Eſtate,” 
I ſaid to myſelf, 


[65] 
-  Doth not the Country Parſon appeal to every Man's 
Conſcience, when he demands Tythe of Divine 
Right? 1 
Wnen he claims it as a Duty to God? 
And muſt he not ſo far allow the W 8 N ence 
to decide? 
But, fays the Parſon, 


| 7 asked, upon his Conſcience, whether he paid any Con- 
| | -* fideration to the Vender of the Land beyond the uſual 


Price, and upon a Suppoſition that no Tythes would be 


due from his Land. Is he a Farmer ? Let him be 
asked, whether he pays more Rent than a Church-man 
© uſed to give for the Farm, and in Conſideration of his 
© paying no Tythe. If he cannot ſay that he either 
bo © ought, or hired the Tythe (and he « can fay neither) 
what Title hath he to it? 
J muſt here obſerve, That 
The Country Parſon lays down a Law of Property by 
his Examination of the Quaker's Conſcience ; 
A propoſition, 
. þ 3 That if any Burthen upon Land ſhall continue till it 


leſſen the Value of our Lands, it then becomes a Proper- 


HS ty in the Uſurpers, and the Landed Men ſhall never be 
diſcharged, becauſe all ſubſequent Purchaſes are made with 

0 dhe Conſideration of ſuch an Incumbrance upon the 
There are Three remarkable Caſes in eur Hiſtory; 3 


it, ki Will fall under this Propoſition ; 

he | I. The ancient Romeſcot or Peter Pence was a Penny 
nd charged upon every Houſe by Ina, King of the Weſt 
ies Sa xons, being at Rome in Pilgrimage, Anno 720, and by 
at ' Offa, King of the Mercians, Anno 794, to ſuſtain the 


x- . | © EngliſbSchool there. It amounted to 300 Marks and a 
Noble yearly for the whole Realm, and was paid to the 
of dee of Nome on the Feaſt of St. Peter ad Vincula, being 
ly | the firſt Day of Auguſt, till it was aboliſhed by Parlia- 
nz; ment, 25 Hen. 8. Anno 15 34. 


ker II. The ancient Baus zek Was a Tribute of one 
Shilling, and afterwards. of two Shillings, upon every 


Hyde of Land; originally levied for clearing the Seas of 
| Paniſp Pyrates, or for purchaſing Peace of them, as by 
I Ethelred, 
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I wiſh the Quaker's Conſcience could be n 
© in this Point. Is he a Land- Oꝛuner? Let him be 
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- Fihelred, who raiſed for this Purpoſe firſt To, ooo l. next 0 
. 16,000 l. then 36,000 I. and laſtly, . 48,000 1. Edward £ 


the Confeſſor releaſed this Tax. It was levied again by | 
the Conqueror ; and, by M. Rufus; but it was releaſed | * 
: by Hen. I. and finally by K. Stephen. 1 
III. The ancient Subſidy given from Year to Vear by | 
Parliament was uſually, as in the 14th of Edw. 3. Stat. 
cap. 18. The Prelates, Earls, Barons, and all the Commons his 
of the Realm, grant to the King the ninth. Lamb, the nintng 
Fleece, theninth Sheaf; and of Cities and Boroughs, the very 
ninth Part of all their Goods and Chattels, to be taken 
by two Year to come. 5 
Numerous Inſtances of the like Subfidies may be ſeen 
in RaftaPs Abridgment. | | 
Nov in all theſe Caſes, vi. | | 


I. In the Caſe of the Peter Pence, which continued 
a Rent-Charge on Houſes for the Space of 800 Years; 
2. In the Caſe of Dane-Gelt, which continued a 
Rent-Charge upon Land for the Space of 300 Years; 
And, „ e 
3. In the Caſe of the ninth Part of the Produce of 
Land, and the ninth Part of the Subjects Goods, 
which continued very long the uſual Subſidy to the 
Crown; | „ | ; 
'The Value of the Lands of England became impair- 
ed by Reaſon of the Charge, and every Purchaſer paid 
.a leſs Price whilſt ſuch Incumbrance continued upon 
them. | 
But would our Anceſtors have ſuffered either the Pope 
or the Crown, to examine the Conſciences of the People 
of England in the abſurd Manner of this Country Par- 
fon? Would it have been endured either to ſet up a 
Right in Conſcience to the Perpetuity of Peter-pence, or 
 Dane-gelt, becauſe every Modern Purchaſer had bought 
his Houſe or Land the cheaper, by Reaſon of ſuch Bur- 
thens upon them? _ 5 2 
Doubtleſs the ſame Queſtions might have been asked 
in the Caſe of Peter- pence and of Dane: gelt, as in the 
Caſe of Tythe, and the ſame Anſwers muſt have been; 
returned. 5 T. 
But the Parſon asks further, 
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If you bought your Lands and Tenements with theſe" 


* Incumbrances upon them, what Right haye you ever 
to be freed from them? 


TI anſwer, That I have, 


| The Right of a free Subject, to enjoy the Produce of 


his own Labour; 


The Right of an Engliſb Man, to enjoy his own 
Poſſeſſion free and clear of all unreaſonable Incumbran- 


Ces; 


ſo far good as any other Man's Title to it is bad. 


If I buy an Eſtate with a Rent-Charge, an Annuity, 
or a Mortgage upon it, and theſe Incumbrances ſhall be 
conſidered in the Purchaſe ; yet if afterwards it appears 
that the Perſons claiming this Rent-Charge, this Annui- 


ty, or this Mortgage, never had any juſt Right there- 
in; | ; 


Am I bound to make their bad Title good in Law or 


Conſcience, beacauſe I bought the Eſtate cheaper, on 


Suppoſition that they had lawful Incumbrances upon 
it? ED ; 


In the PoltBon of Land 1 n in the Condition 'of 


the prime Occupant. I am not bound to ſhew my Title 


to any Man; Tam not bound to ſhew that I bought it, 
or inherit it. It is ſufficient that J poſſeſs it, unleſs he can 
ſhew a prior or better Right to it. 


And whether I bought my Freehold cheaper or dearer, 


I am by Law and Conſcience entitled to hold it as free 
and clear, as It I had held it from the Creation of the 
Walk. , | 

If when the ancient Subſidy of a ninth Part had gained: 
Eſtabliſhment by Courſe of Time, the Purchaſe of 
Lands became cheaper by reaſon of this Exaction, would 


not the Crown have had an Eſtate of Perpetuity in the 


ninth Lamb, the ninth Fleece, the ninth Sheaf, and 
the ninth Part of the Goods of all the Subjects, by the 
lame Rule of Conſcience as the Clergy claim an Eſtate 
in the Tenth ? Becauſe the Continuance of the Uſurpa- 


tion had lower'd the Rents of all the Lands. 


This Doctrine of gaining an Eftate in Perpetuity 


through any Impoſition upon Land, which by Length 


of Time makes the Value of it leſs in ſubſequent Aliena- 
; 1 2 * 2 5 tions, 


And my Title to the incumbred Part of my Eſtate is 


„% ð „ — 
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; tions, and, by pretended Equity, the Iniere/ft in it leſs to 


all new Purchaſers; ; 
Is of dangerous Conſequence to the whole Landed 4 
oof of this Kingdom. 
eſtabliſhes a Right ſomewhere in a perpetual Land- 
Tax ; becauſe within forty or fifty Vears time, ſince the 
Land hath born this Charge, the Value of Land hath 
diminiſhed in Proportion ; and two Thirds of the Lands 
of England, baving within that Time by Purchaſe- or 


- 


Exchange paſſed into the Hands of new Owners (as may 


probably be the Caſe of all our Lands before this Tax 
can be releaſed) therefore the Land Owner, who bought 
his Land ſubject to the uſual Land-Tax, ſhall in Equity 


and Conſcience be for ever liable to pay two, three, or 
Four Shillings in the Pound, by Reaſon of his having 
bought the Land cheaper. 


And the Country Parſon ſhall ask him thoſe ſubtile 
Queſtions. Is he a Land Owner? Let him be asked up- 
on his Conſcience, whether he paid any Confideration 


to the Vender of the Land beyond the uſual Price, and 


© upon Suppoſition that no Land-Tax would be due from 
© his Land, Is he a Farmer? Let him be asked upon 


| © his Conſcience, whether he pays more Rent than uſed 


< to be given for the Farm, and in Conſideration of his 
© paying no Land-Tax. If he cannot ſay that he either 
© bought or hired the Land-Tax (and he can ſay neither) 


What Title hath he to it? and therefore there mult be 
© another Owner who hath a 2 Title to it. | 


From Rules of Property and Rights of Eſtate, fach as 
this Country Parſon would eſtabliſh, it muſt follow, that 
no Uſurpation on the Lands of a Kingdom could ever be 


_ reſumed conſiſtently with Conſcience; that the Founda- 


tions of Eccleſiafticks in the Church 0 of Rome itſelf ought 
not to be taken away, becauſe the Prieſts have the legal 


Eſtate veſted in them; that the Impoſitions of arbitrary 
Power become Matter of Right, in Perſons who can 


work the ancient Land Owners out of their Inheritances, 
and, that if Ship Money had been exacted for a Length 
of Tims, till the 75g of all our Lands had ſunk under 
the Exactions, New Purchaſers would have had no 


| Right to bave been eaſed of the Burden, becauſe they 


would have bought the Land Charged with it, and cheap 
cr by Reaſon of 1 „ 4c 
N 
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In ſhort, ſuch Conſequences are unavoidable from this 
Part of the Country ay ok Plea, that were he fo ſhew 
himſelf in hit proper Figure, ſpeaking in this Manner 


againſt the Right of che People of England to enjoy their 


own Lands, an Impeaching Parliament might probably 
charge him as an Enemy to Property; a Betrayer of the 
Rights and Liberties of the People; advancing falſe Doe 
trines of dangerous Conſequence to the Conflitution of the 
Kingdom, and which tend to ſubvert the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, to obftruft all Reformation in the Chriſtian Church, 
lo revive Popery and Popiſh Foundations, and to ſubject 


the Commons of this Realm to the Yoke of enormous Eccles + 


Saftical Power. 


Leaving him to the Diſcipline of ſuch National Juf- 
tice whenever it fhall find him----- totally deny him, 


or any Parſon living, to poſſeſs any Eſtate in the Land, 


by Reaſon of its having been lower'd in Value through 


an unjuſt Impoſition; I conceive his Claim of Tythe to 
have no other Foundation in Law or Conſcience than 
Peter-pence had before it was aboliſh'd by Act of Parlia- 
ment; I conceive them both to have been Ulſurpations 
of the ſame Nature, which grew and obtain'd in the. 
Times of Darkneſs and Devotion through the Craft of 
a mercenary Clergy, and the Superſtition. of a blind de- 
laded Laity; I likewiſe apprehend, that as the Wiſdom 
of Parliament utterly aboliſh'd the one, becauſe it impo- 
veriſhed the Kingdom, ſo the Reprefentatives of the 
People have not only a Right, but are bound in Duty to 


moderate the other, whenever it ſhall be exorbitant in its 


Amount, or oppreſſive in its Exactions. But, 
| Becauſe the Eſtate of the Clergy in Tythe, is ſo much 
inſiſted on as their Right in Conſcience, it may be fit to 
enquire on what Conſideration they had their original 
Grants. The Confirmation of King STEPHEN is an 
Evidence of this Kind, the Preamble to which is as fol- 
lows, 912. IP | 
* BECAUSE through the Providence of divine Mercy 
we know it to be ſo ordered, and by the Church's publiſhing 


ts ad 2 
8 Li N 


* Quoniam Divina Miſericordia providente cognovimus eſſe 


diſpofitum, & longe lateq; prædicante Eccleſia, ſonat omnibus 
auribus divulgatum, Qued ELEEM OST NAR UM largitione poſ- 
8 . junt 
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Charge upon the Eſtate. 
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it far and near, every Body hath heard that by the Diftri- 


bution of Alms, Perſons may be abſolved from the Bonds of 
Sin, and acquire the Rewards of heavenly Toys: I STE- 
PHEN by the Grace of God King of England, being wil- 


ling to have a part with them, who by an happy Kind of 


Trading exchange heavenly things for earthly ; and ſmit- 
ten with the Love of God, and for the Salvation of my own. 
| Soul, and the Souls of my Father and Mother, and all. 
my Forefathers and Anceſtors (confirm Tythes and other. 


Donations to the Church. ) 


After ſuch a Specimen as this, I cannot have the leaſt ; 
doubt that Eftates given under ſuch Conſiderations, are 
of all others the moſt proper for the Diſpoſition of Par- 


liament. But with reference to the Country Parſon's 


Charge againſt the Quaker, that his Conſcience, 
ce which will not allow him to pay Tythe, is a Conſci- 


<& ence which will not permit his Neighbour to take and 


t enjoy his own Property.” It ſeemeth reaſonable to 
hear Quaker the ſpeak for himſelf; And the ſtrongeſt 


Writer on this Subject amongſt the Quakers, being An- 


thony Pearſon, formerly a Juſtice of Peace in Ye/tmor- 


land, let us hear what he ſays in his great-Caſe'of Tythes, 
on the Queſtion that Tythe ought to be paid as a Rent 


Unto which, ſays he, I anſwer | 

That though it were true, and could be proved that 

< my Anceſtars gave Tythes, and that for ever, yet am 
I not thereby bound to pay them, or ſtand any way 
< chargeable with them. It is true, when they were 
Owners of Land, they might themſelves yield and ſet 

forth what Part of their Increaſe they pleaſed, or 
might have given the Tenth or any other Part of their 

Land as they would, or they might have charged upon 

the Land what Rent they liked; but they could not 

charge their Poſterity with that which was no ways 

© theirs 


—_—S 


ſunt abſolvi vincula peccatorum, & acquiri celeſtium præmia 
gaudiorum : Ego Stephanus Dei gratia Anglorum Rex pariem 


Habere wolens cum illis, qui felici commercio cæleſtia pro terrenis 


commutant, Dei amore compunctus, et pro ſalute animæ meæ, 


4 Patris mei matriſque mee, et omnium parentum meorum, et 


anteceſſorum, &c. . 
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-« theirs, nor which, in any true Senſe, Conſtructionz 
or Underſtanding, they could be ſaid to have any Pro- 
« perty in, and which is not paid by Reaſon of that 
which is derived from them. For, Tythe is neither 
paid of Land, nor by the Reaſon of the Land, but is 
paid by the Reaſon of the Increafe or Renewing ; and 
c therefore the Doctrines of the old Fathers, and the 
< Popiſh Laws for Tythes, do as well require the Pay- 
© ment of the tenth Part of Men's Profit or Gain, 
whether by Trade, Commerce, or Merchandize, as 
of the Fruits of the Earth. Vea, the tenth Part alſo 
of Wages, and Perſonal Increaſe, tho not raiſed im- 
mediately by Land: And ſurely no Man will ſay that 
he pays Tythe of theſe becauſe his Anceſtors charged 
him with them; nor will any Man allow, that another 
Perſon,.by any Gift of his Anceſtor, can have another 
diſtin& Property in the tenth Part of the Fruits of his 
Labour; And the Caſe is the ſame as to all Tythes, 
whether predial, perſonal, or mixed. If I fit ſtill and 
plough not, no Corn will grow; if I fit ſtill and work 
not, no Profit will riſe; ſo that it is my Labour, my 
Diligence and Induſtry that raiſeth the Tythe, and in 
my Power it is to make it leſs or more; and ſometime, 
yea often it falls out, that the Tythe of Corn is thrice 
more worth than the yearly Value of the Land on 
which it grows; and herein Tythe of Corn is far 
more hard and unequal than perſonal Tythes; for the 
one' pays but a Tenth, all Charges deducted, the other 
pays the Tenth of Charges and all. 

< Mine Anceſtor could not charge me with that which 
doth not accrue by Reaſon of that which I have from 
him ; nor am I bound becauſe mine Anceſtor left me 
Land, to pay Tythe, which is not paid by reaſon of 
the Land, but of the Increaſe, unto which I am no 
more ty'd by Law, than he is who hath increas'd 
without Land. If T have Land, and no Increaſe, I 
pay no Tythes. If I have Increaſe, though no Land, 
I ought by Law to pay Tythes. If I husband my 
© Land ſo, that the Increaſe is not to be ſever'd, no 
* Tythe can be recover'd of me; and therefore if I 
< paſture my Land, no Tythe ſhall be paid for the Graſs 
© which is eaten unſever'd, but only a Rate Tythe for 
that which doth depaſture on it; which makes it Pu 


* 


I 721 £ 
r that Tythe is not paid by the Reaſon of the Land, but 
£ \of the Stock; and, in that alſo it lies in my Power to 
< [make the Tythe much, little, or nothing; If I plough, 
and ſow Corn, the tenth Part of the Increaſe is gene- 


& rally more worth than the Land on which it grows, 


s which comes not by the Land that deſcends from the 
£ Anceſtor, but becauſe of the Increaſe won with the 
great Charge, Induftry, and Labour of the Husband- 
< man. If I paſture my Ground with Sheep that yield 
£ a Fleece, the Tythe will be conſiderable, though not 
5 ſo much as by Corn, If I paſture with Cows or 
HBreeding-Cattle, a much leſs Tythe is paid: And if I 
< eat up the Paſture by Horſes or barren Cattle, a ſmall 
and inconſiderable Rate is only required; though in 
few Places of the Nation would that have been recover. 
ed in the Times when Popiſp Laws were at greateſt 
Height. But if I plant Wood, and let it ſtand for 


"a 


Timber; or, if I ſtore my Land with Beaſts which be 


fer Nature, wherein there is no perſonal Property, 
no Tythes ſhall be paid: Or, if I will let my Land 
© lye waſte (which 1nay be ſuppoſed, becauſe it may be 
done) Or will eat my Meadow or Corn ſtanding, neo 
< Tythe can be required. All theſe Inſtances manifeſt 
that Tythe hath ſtill Relation to the Stock, and 
« perſonal Eſtate, and not to the Land, and is paid by 
the Reaſon of the Stock and not of the Land. 


And ſo no Anceſtor could lay and perpetuate ſuch 


© a Charge as Tythe upon it, nor could he bind 
his Succeſſor, to pay it. If by my Anceſtor I 
< am bound to pay Tythe Ratione Tenure, or in 
Conſideration of the Land which he leaves me, to 
what Value muſt it be of? I may yearly pay more 
TFythe, than the Land he leaves me is worth: If Ikeep 
it ein Tillage, and if [paſture it I need not pay the 
Twentieth Part. Have I not herein (without Fraud 
© to my Anceſtor): Power to pay him much or little? 
How then is Tythe like a Rent certain (which is by 
ſome objected ?) If Tythes were paid by reaſon of the 
Land, ſurely there is moſt Reaſon, that the Tenth 
Part of the Graſs rene wing upon all Paſture Grounds 
ſhould be paid; for, the Land ſtill brings that with it; 
and, it is eaſily dividable by Rent, or let by Month. If 
another hath as good Right to the Tenth Part of the 
AIncreaſe, as the Owner hath to the Nine why 
| cannot 
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G cannot he take it without the Owner' 3 ſetting it out, 
or recover it by Action of Debt or Treſpaſs? But it is 
clear there is no Title till it be ſet forth; and then, if 
the Owner of the Land carry it away, an Action of 
Trefpals lies, becauſe he had ſet it out, and given it to 
another, and ſo altered his Property, as one Man doth . 


it is, that the Law which commands Tythes, doth not 
give Power to any. to take the T'ythe, becauſe he had 
no Title, but enjoins the Owner to ſet it forth; and in 
ſo doing to make it another's by his own Conſent. If any 
Man claims Tythes by my Anceſtor's Gift, may I 
not ask him, to whom, or for what my Anceſtor gave 
them ? And, it is plain beyond Denial, that all thoſe 
Gifts of Land or Tythe in England (fince Auſtin the 
Monk planted the Popiſb Faith, and 83 up the 
new Payment of Tythes) were given to 10 Prieſts, 
for ſaying Prayers for the Souls of the Givers and 
their deceaſed Anceſtors, as old Conſecrations do wit- 
neſs: And therefore in Reaſon, if the Conſideration 
and Service be ceaſed, ſo ought alſo the Wages; for no 
Man in Law or Equity ought to claim Wages, when 
he will not do the Work for which it was given; and 
ſeeing theſe Popiſb Prieſts and Prayers are laid aſide, the 
Gift (it any ſuch were, and could be binding) ought 
to return to the Donor; and may not without his Con- 


ö ſent, be perverted to another Uſe. 


But ſome object, (as the Country Parſen hath done in 


© his Plea) That 


pen I or my Anceſtor bought the Land, it was fold 
cheaper (becauſe it was ſuppoſed it ought to pay Tythe ) than 
{ or my Anceſtor could have bought ſuch Land as was 
known to be Tythe- free; and therefore, having a cheaper 
Bargain, Jam bound in Equity to Pay Tythe. 


I anſwer, - 
That, I have already proved all Land is Tythe- free; 
© and that the Charge of Tythe is upon the Stock and 
« perſonal Eftate, and not upon the Land. And, the 
8 „Strength of this Objection lies in comparing thoſe who 
© pay Tythes, with thoſe who are free. Thoſe who 
Buy Lands — _ eaſed of this ee 
are 


by marking his Cattle for another Man ; and therefore 


1 74 ] 


5 are in. no Hazard; and, though all others ought to be 
£ lo, yet it being a Queſtion, whether they can eaſe 
© themſelves of the Burthen, they buy under a Hazard, 
© and are ſubject to ſuch a Charge. But if they caſt off 
the Yoke, they get but what is their own ; and ſeeing 
* we have denied the Pope's Authority and Supremacy, 
* we may, ſo ſoon as we can, wholly caſt off the Burthen 
-* which he laid on us: And thus, he that buys Lands in 


C 
* 
; the Years of Trouble and heavy Taxes may, per haps, 
< 


* buy much cheaper than when none or little is paid: 

5 Shall he therefore be required to pay Taxes when 
* others are diſcharged ? Or, ſhall he that bought cheap 
© Pennyworths on the Borders between England and 
[ Scotland, when thoſe Parts were infeſted with 1oſs- 


. Troopers, always pay Tribute to Thieves and Robbers? 


s We bought Land when the Pope's Yoke was upon our 
© Necks; and if we caſt it from us, we may by as good 
© Reaſon be eaſed of our Tythes, as they of their I axes, 
s But if I bought it cheaper, what is that to the State or 
C the Prieſt ? 
This is the Quaker's Defence 8 the Charge of 
ſetting up a Title on the Plea of Conſcience to another 
Man's Eſtate; wherein he proves, that this Tenth, 
which the Parſon claims in the Produce of Land, is 


neither his Right by any Condition annexed to the Inhe- 


ritance, nor by any Conſideration allowed in the Pur- 
Chaſe ; that neither the Donor of the Land gave, or 


could give it ; and that neither Conſcience nor Equity 


can require the Quaker to pay it. 


The Queſtion will then depend upon the Judgment of 


the Legiſlative Power; and we are ſtill in the proper 
Method of debating what Meaſures the Legiſlative ought 
to preſcribe between the Parſon and the Quaker 1 in the 
Caſe of Tythes, 
We are told upon this Footing of the Judgment of 
the Legiſlative Power, and with ſome Air of Triumph, 
that Perſons with-holding Tythes are ſtiled Evil diſpoſed 
Perſons, 27 Hen. 8; Not regarding their Duties to God 
and the King, 30 Hen. 8; ; and acting of an ungodly per- 
verſe Will mY Mind: To which the Parſon might 
have added, moved and ſeduced by the Inſtigation of the 
Devil :—=-It would have made the ſame Impreſſion on 
the Commons of Great Britain before whom he is plead- 

| ing; 


ec 


TSF - 
ing; and it would have been as full an Anſwer to the 
Charge upon the Clergy of Oppreſſon, Avarice, and In- 
juſtice in their Suits for Tythe. | DP SN». 
The Words perverſe, ungodly, — to God and 
the King, prove nothing but that the Prieſts who had 
Power to obtain a penal Statute, had Leave to call Peo- 
ple Names in the Preamble to it. But 

If it be urged as the Senſe of thoſe Times concerning 
Non payment of Tythe, will the Parſon allow me to 
cite other Statutes made about the ſame Time, as the 
Senſe of the Law-Makers upon other Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 
A | oy ES 

I fear, the Senſe of Parliament hath very little Weight 


with the Clergy, when it is not on the Side of their 


Ambition; and therefore I may not perhaps hold it con- 
cluſive, when, influenced by their ungodly Manage- 
ment, it lets them looſe to defame and damn their Ene- 


mies, as Enemies to God and the King. 


The Statute of the firſt Year of Edward the Sixth, 
Cap. 2. 
DEcLARES, | | 
That Elections of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, by 
© Deans and Chapters, are as well to the long Delay, as 


© to the great Coſts and Charges of ſuch Perſons whom 


© the King gives any Archbiſhoprick or Biſhoprick unto, 
© and that the ſaid Elections be in very deed no Elections, 
© but only by a Writ of Conce D'ELIRE have Co- 
© lours, Shadows or Pretences of Elections, ſerving never- 
© theleſs to no Purpoſe, and ſeeming alſo derogatory to 
© the King's Prerogative Royal. _ 

This Act of Parliament, though not held at preſent to 


be in force, doth certainly ſhew the Senſe of our Au- 


ce/tors on the Subject of Electing Biſhops. 
Will the Clergy allow us to ſpeak of their pretended 


Elections of Biſhops in the Terms of this Act of Parlia- 


ment? No----- it is againſt Divine Right. If then they 

will not allow the In/titution of Biſhops to be tied down 
to the Preface of a Law made in Edward the Sixth's 

Time, will they tie every. Man down in the Equity of 

Tythes to the Preface of a Law made in Henry the 

E ghth's Time? | | 


K 2 I truſt 


[76] 
I truſt in the Right of an Engliſh Subject, that we 
ſhall not be reſtrained from a larger Conſideration of ſo 


important an Affair, and that neither our Duty to God 


or the King ſhall be queſtioned for no better Reaſon than 
our Difference of Sentiments in the Affair of Tythes. 

I reverence an Act of Parliament as much as any Man 
living. It is the Act of that Power which we are all 
bound to truſt and obey. But I am not ſo far concluded 
by an Act of Parliament, that I ought either to believe 
zmplicitly whatever it declares, or not to ſollieit the Re- 
peal of what it may enact. 

And, I cannot but obſerve, 

1: That when Henry the Eighth unravelling his own 
Reformation, went retrograde into the worſt Meaſures 
of Popery, He paſt the Act of the Six Articles in his 31ſt 
Year, wherein he eſtabliſhed Auricular Confe _ and 
Tranſubſtantiation. 

And, 

2. That in his next Vear he paſt the Act for the 
Payment of Tythes, wherein is the famous Expreſſion 
of Perſons not regarding their Duties to God and the 
King. 

If therefore Tythes, Tranſu Seaton, and Auricular 
Confeſſion, are of the ſame Growth and Family, we 
ſhall find that the ſame Reaſoning from Acts of Parlia- 
ment, which makes the Payment of Tythes a DUTY to 
God and the King, by the Statute of 32 Hen. 8. would 
as forcibly prove Tranſub/tantiation and Auricular Con- 
fel on to be Articles of Faith, fit for a Chriſtian to believe 
in, becauſe they are ſo declared, by the Statute 31 Hen, 
8. which impoſed thoſe {7x Blow Articles famous in the 

Story of thoſe Times. 

And, -- 

To ſay that the Act of the Six Articles is OE but 
that the Tythe AF is ſtill in Force, would make the Mat- 
ter infinitely ridiculous ; For, 

This would ſuppoſe that our Duty to God, or our 
Faith in Chriſt depends altogether on the Exiſtences and 
Duration of AQts of Parliament: So that it may be a 
Duty to God, or not a Duty to God; an Orthodox Creed, 
-or not an Orthodox Creed, as different Parliaments 885 
to be of different Opinions. 
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77 1 5 
If. the Country Parſon is diſpleaſed that ſuchAbſurdities 
ſhould be laid at his 


lament. h | 

If he is diſpleaſed that the Senſe of cur Anceſtors, 
and Authorities out of the Statute Books ſhould be urged 
in ſupport of the Rights of the Laity againſt the Uſur- 
pations of the Clergy, I muſt tell him, that to prote& 


the People from Injuſtice, is the proper and eſſential 


Care of Parliament, but that to define Duties to God, 
is beyond the Bounds of Human Authority; and though 
Parliaments may ſpecify what Doctrines Clergymen ſhall 
teach, yet they cannot require any Man ts believe them, 
becauſe though the Parſon is the Servant of the Legiſ- 


lative Power, yet every Man is Maſter of his own Con- 


ſcience. 8 

Our Duty to God, as to the payment of Tythes, is 
therefore in every reſpect as queſtionable, and as conſcien- 
tiouſly to be denied, as if thoſe Laws had never been 
enacted.” Yo 

And, 2 5 by | 

The payment of Tythes, as a Duty to God, being de- 
nied by the Quakers, and by almoſt all other Men; 

The Common Good can be the only juſtifiable Reaſon 
for impoſing it as a common Charge. 

Thus, we are once more in the Caſe, where we ought 
to be, of debating the Merits of this Bill upon the prin- 
ciples of publick Juſtice. e 

The People called Quaſers, who are moſt oppreſſed 
by Suits for Tythe, apply for the better Regulation of 
ſuch Suits, that they may be leſs oppreſſed by them. 

As a People profeſſing the Religion of Chriſt, they 
cannot pay Tythes or Wages to the Clergy, becauſe 
they believe in their Conſciences that Chriſt aboliſhed 
2 and forbid the payment of Wages to the Prieſt- 
If they are in an Error, it is the Error of their Con- 
ſciences, and they ought not to be puniſhed for it. 


11d b r, he ſhould be leſs forward to 
preſs the Senſe of our Anceſtors, and Authorities out of 
the Statute Books in Proof of ſuch Points as Duties to 
Cod, wherein. every Man may take the Bible and his 
own Conſcience to be ſafer Guides than any Act of Par- 


But, 
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But, N ; : 
As Subjects orcfiffing a dutiful Obedience to th Go. wil 
vernment under which they live, they yield, according ; Me 


to the Goſpel of Chrif, Submiſſion to the Civil Magj- 2 

ſtrate, and what he takes from them for the Maintenance 1 ; 

of the Clergy, they patiently acquieſce in; 2 

They make no Reſiſtance to the Officer who diftrains F- 

their Goods for Tytbe. in: 

And, to 

Can any Thing be more reaſonable, than to appoiiit an F Ch 

Officer, who ſhall at their Charge et out the Tythe, 1 4 

when it is due in Kind, or r levy it when it _ to be et 

paid in Money? ger 

Or, | | S wh 

Can ny Thing be more enreaſonable; than to autho- |. U 

rize the Parſon to ſue the Quakers not only for the A 

Tythe, but for Three times the Value, becauſe he hath | 1 

not ſet it out, when he is diſabled by his Conſcience, and | Pre 

when any other Man may be appointed by Law to ſet it 4 

out for him © | ] 

Me are told by the Country Parſon, that eve wiſe the 

_ Clergyman, for his Own Sake, and every good Clergy- 8 of: 

man, for his Neighbour” s ſake, will take * eaſy and po) 

cheap Method which is left to his Option by former Acts 3 

of Parliament; ow 

And, | des 

Therefore, it is inferred, the Leeiflatute ought not to tol 

tie the Clergy down to this eaſy and cheap Method, it i 

becauſe the wiſeſt and beſt of them already uſe it for their = to | 

own Sake, and their Neighbours. 1 Cr 

DS N ſtit 

\ If the Wiſeſt and Beſt uſe it of Choice, this will "I an ME... 

1 Argument, that the Unreaſonable and Unjuft ſhould a 

q reſtrained to it, i | 

18} For, 1 

1 Are the Subjects of E * to ins no better Security : An 

1 againſt Oppreſion, than the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of | i: 

{81 the Clergy ? Or, 5 la 

4 Ought the Clergy to be truſted with a Power, which, A... 

| {4 according to the Parſon's Confeſſion, neither a wiſe Cler-- to. 

lj! 14 gy man nor a good Clergyman'can uſe, without Miſchief ; P > 
1 either to himſelf or his Neighbour ? , 
| 4 Where : 


(3. } US 41- 


8 
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Where the power of Oppreſſion is, Acts of Oppreſſion 

will undoubtedly be. No Church, no State, no Body of 
Men ever had this Power but they uſed it. 
A | 

Whoever gives an Authority to oppreſs, is the Author 
of Oppreſſion. 7 8 

This Truth, which is written in Characters of Blood 


in all the Hiſtories of Mankind, is Reaſon and Evidence 


to juſtify a Bill which reſtrains an oppreſſive Power in the 
Church: | 5 5 | 
A Reaſon ſq convincing,an Evidence ſo clear, as makes 

it trifling with the Juſtice of Parliament, when the Clergy 
demand Proof that they do oppreſs, whilſt every Man 
who hath Eyes muſt ſee that they may oppreſs. 

| 1 they may, many of them will: 

But, 8 ” 
If they may not, none of them can commit Op- 
preſſion. | | 
And, Os p 
If they have not oppreſſed by that power whereby 
they may oppreſs; yet, it is incumbent on the Juſtice 


of an Houſe of Commons to reſtrain ſuch oppreſſive 


wer. 

3 = 7 DR 
It is more the Duty of Parliament to prevent Grievan- 
ces than it is to redreſs them ; it is more compaſſionate 
to ſave Men from Injuſtice than to relieve them under it 


it is an happier Effect of Law to preſerve Property than 


to repair it; it is a nobler Act of Juſtice to reſtrain a 


Crime than to puniſh it; and it is a more perfect Con- 
ſtitution of Government under which Oppreſſion is not 
practicable, than that under which it 7s practiſed, and 
may be puniſhed. 
By a Paper which I have ſeen in the Hands of Gen- 
tlemen (ſince this Bill hath been depending) entitled, 
An Account of Proſecution of the People called Quakers 
f. the ſeveral Courts, ſince the 7th and 8th of King Wil- 
liam the Third, Anno 1696, whes the Affirmation-Act 
was obtained, which gave Juſtices of the Peace Power 
f of Tythe demanded under the Value of Ten 
V 


le 


W 0 


-% 80 87 
11 appears: that there have been, 


. - 


| F | £ Died in Prijn 
In Chancery r re 
In the Exchequer 787 | 185 2 
In the Eccleſiaſtical } 6 as 
Courts ha, er..y 2: 
In the Common- F - 
Law Courts 1 59 59 16 | 1 | 
In all 1153 1292 8 


The Quaker add, That © they are very imperfect, 

as to the whole Number of Suits brought, becauſe ſeve- 
< ral Times ſuch Suits were made an End of in the Coun- 
< try, and no Account given of them to their Meeting of 
Sufferings; and many Times when Friends were dif- 
charged from Impriſonment by As for Renef of Inſol- 
© vent Debtors, there were no Accounts given; and the 


F like Deficiency often happened, when their Relations 


© paid to releaſe them out of Goal.“ 


They alledge That the Demands for Tythe have 


© been innumerable within forty Years paſt ; bit that the 


Nature of the Proſecutions, and Sums leviea by them 


may be judged of they have collected 44 Cafes, where 
© the Demands amount to 188 J. 3s. 8 d. and the Sums | 


© levied to 2252 J. bs, IO d. 
| © One Jſaac Averil was proſecuted three ſeveral Times 
© for three ſeveral Sums amounting to 19 J. for which he 
5 had taken from him 187 J. 10s. 
© There was one F riend a Priſoner Ten Years for Forty 
© Shillings. 


c Another, a Priſoner, . Years for One Shil- 
7 ling. 


Two were Priſoners Five Years for Twenty Shil- | 


© lings. 

One was a 'Prifoncr Nine Yes for ſmall Tythe. 

One was a Priſoner Six Years for Four Pound Ten 
* Shillsngs. 

They find an Account of ftoen Perſons proſecuted 
for above Ten Pounds each; 


The 


— 


1 2 h 
| ; ohn 
| Alexa! 
: Ferem 
; Ceerg. 

Sam. 


Milli- 


Joe 
anie 


Thome 
Abrah 
Roger 


 Richa 


Thom 


John 


| franc 


| - # The Demands on the whole fifteen being 313 J. 9 7. 
* 64. there was taken from them for thatDemand 10681, 
75. 48 24. 7 | A 
They further ſpecify the Names of the following 
| © Perſons with the Tythe demanded under the. Value of 
Ten Pounds, and the Sum levied on Account thereof, 
„ Dix. | | | - ; 


| £6: & 
Fames Haviland - - - 8 oo O 61 00 © 
* Thomas Strang - - 1 10 6 15 11 6 
V 
| Thomas. Draps - - = - 4 10 1 50 00 0 
„ Wi Robert Holliday - - - - © 11 6 o 00 © 
”" By Henry Ralle 1 4 6 30 00 © 
7 Joſiab William 32 00 30 00 © 
f John Taylor, = - - 81 5 8 44 18 0 
I | Alexander Mer. 8 6 15 11 J 87 16 11 
x Feremiab Ellis - - 1 00 © 3 49 00 © 
$ George Bewley - - =- = $3 10 O 93 10 0 
W II Sam Tully & T. Warner - - F3 2 8 5 75 16 Q 
„ le Pearſom = - - - go 13 © 1916 0. 
E 22 44109 237 5 0 
E. Janiel Williams - - - - Fo 1 6 100 © © 
220 Thomas Elwaad - - 80 12 © 24 7 6 
os Abraham Butterfield - - 8 © © 90 0 0 
* Roger Fenkins - - - - © 14 6 84 10 6 
I | Richard Allen - - - - 115 6 8 © o 
85 e Fenting J 1 $.-0---03-30- 4 - 
NE Fobn Townſend - = - - 4 ©© © 77 14 © 
Francis Chairmay - - - 7 16 o 73 0.0 
1 66 3 4 1484 6 1x 
Il | This is a Specification of Suits, which the Country 


Parſon and his Colleagues complain of, as omitted in the 
| Caſe of the Duakers. I am told, that the Regiſters of 


21 their Meeting of Sufferings have recorded the Caſes at 
large; and that they will inform any Gentleman of the 
Ke Particulars of their Hardſhips ; which I mention, becauſe 


having no Acquaintance amongſt them, I am without 
fuller Information myſelf, nor have I applied where, I 
o GETS COT © believes 


182] 
helieve, I couſd not be refuſed. ; becauſe, if I * the 
exaCteſt State of every Caſe, it could not be diſcourſed of: 


within the Extent of theſe Papers. 
The Number of - Suits herein. ſpecified, the Rehder. 


the DiPrreſſes, and the immenſe Diſparity between the 


eee and Sum exacted in Suits for Pythe, muſt raiſe 
bhorrence in any compaſſionate Mind. The ſingle 


Article of One hundred Pounds taken tor eighteen Pence 


would be juſt Provocation for aboliſhing all the Tythes of 
the Clergy, if their Suits could not be carried on in more 
human Methods. Such an Inſtance of Oppreſſion i in any 
Civil Concern, would raiſe an Inſurrection; and, that 
Men endure it from their Spiritual Guides, ſhews the U- 
niverſal Paſſion for an Intereſt in another World; though, 
the utmoſt Force of Imagination cannot paint an Hell 
more terrible to our Fears, than what the NEE of the 
: Clergy daily ſets before our Eyes. ts 
In 1153 Suits they made 292 Priſoners ; in 15 Suits 
where theClaims amounted to 313 J. they xa 1068 J. 
which was at the Rate of one Hundred Pounds for leſs 
than thirty Pounds; in 44Suits where the Claims amount- 
ed to 188 J. they exacted 2252 J. which was at the Rate 
of one hundred Pounds for little more than 8 J. and, in 22 
Suits where the Claims amounted to 66 J. they exited 
1484 J. which was at the Rate of One Hundred 
Pounds for leſs than four Pounds ien Shillings. 
Or if we take theſe 81 Suits all together, the . 
demanded make 567 J. which compared with 
48041. the total Sum taken, is in the Proportion of on- 
Hundred Pounds levied, for every Sum of . Pound; 
Foe Shillings demanded. | 
Compute the Medium of the Charge in any! . 
it is monſtrous and enormous. Suits attended with fich 
Colts are a Scandal on the Juſtice of the Kingdom, not 
to mention the Profeſſion of the Goſpel. And therefore 
this Bill, which is deſign'd to ſhorten Suits and limit 
Coſts, — vindicate the Laws as much as it will eaſe 
the People. 
I perfectly agree with the Country Parſon i in this Plea, 
That to ſecure Property is one main End of Govern- 
6 ment apd- that bee al u Dpizzons all Practices 
F-74701 Ce ire Abo d\w 09 33 *. pconbitent 
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6 intorlitent with- the preſervation of Property, aid | 
© alſo inconſiſtent with and Society.” 
No Man can be more tender of Property than I bars 


ever been, and always ſhall be. But I think the Laity 


have a property in — Goods as - * as the Clergy in 
bag or r 
That nine Parts in ten are a more n property 


than a ſingle Tenth can pretend to be; 


That the property F a Tenth ought. not to devour the 
property of all the other Nine; 

And that it is deſtructive of all beer to r four 
Thouſand eight Hundred and four Pounds on the Laity, 
where the Sum of 567 J. is the whole Demand of — 


Clergy. 


The Ginny Parſon hath a e that this Bil is 


the only Inſtance of an Application to any Government, 
in the known World, to countenance an Opinion de- 
ſtructive to the property of any of the Subjects. 


But ſurely, if it be his Conception, he is wrong, vain, 
and unwarrantable. 


That Lands held in Mortmain, or that the Stagnation 


of property-in dead Hands, is contrary to the Good. of 


the Kingdom, hath been the Opinion of our Parliaments 


and the principle of our Laws, ever fince the Foundation 
of this Government, . however. deſtructive it muſt be to 


what Churchmen call their property. 
But further, | 
That the Quakers hold the Maintenance ot the Clergy 


f to be antichriſtian and unreaſonable, is Fact ; 


That any. Sect ſhould account it a ſufficient Charge 


; upon them to maintain their own Teachers, is but Rea- 


a: 
And, N 

That the Quakers, who pay nothing at | all: to their 
own Teachers, ſhould be obliged to maintain the Teach- 


ers of any other Sect, is to them not only an Hardſhip, | 
but an Abomination. 


Now this, which tends to take away the 3 


of the Prieſthood,” may to a Parſon ſeem very naturally 
deſtructive of whar he calls his property. 


| ETD 
; Becauſe the Quaker. with-holds the Tinth which the 


Low gives the Parſon a Title to, ſhall he take the other 


L 2 Nine 


841 


Nine which the Law can give him nd Title to? And; 


by reaſon of a Chim of 567 l. conſume ,Faur Thouſand 


Eight Hundred and Four Pounds of the Quaker's Sub- 


funce? And more prodigious ! Shall he take an Hundred 
Pounds for Eighteen Pence. 
I envy the Clergy no Mainline which the Law 
ives, or can give them; But, the Maintenance of the 
rieſthood ought not to devour the Subſtance of the whole 
People, like To Ears of Corn in PHARAon's DREAM, 
that ſprung up withered, thin, and blaſted with the 
Eaſt Wind, and, drovired the Ears that were full and 


I have not contended either for taking away, or for 


making leſs, that Maintenance which the Law allows 
them. But J have always been of, Opinion, that to ask 
it from the Good Will of Society, and to take it withs 
out Cruelty or Oppreſſion, will more firmly eſtabliſh 
their Revenues than the moſt arrogant Claims of D:ivine 
Right,” or the moſt rigorous Meaſures of Eccleſiaſtical 
Tyranny. 
1 firmly believe, that to ſeek for no more than their 
Due, would be the ſureſt Means of w—_ an their 
. 
Ih have ever obſerved; that the more they talk of their 
7 privileges, the leſs other People think of them: 


And whatever Light I may ftand in with the Neve 


rend Order, I believe J am a better Friend to their In- 
tereſts than many of themſelves can pretend to be; for 
they would maintain that exorbitant Ufurpation of Power; 
which they cannot make uſe of without making them- 


ſelves moſt odious ; whereas, I would diſable them from 


hurting their Calling, or the Cauſe of Religion, by T'y- 
ranny or by Injuſtice. 
lamof Opinion, that if the Church ſhall on every 
| Occaſion oppoſe itſelf to the loud Complaint of the Land; 
and perſiſt in theſe Obſtinate Claims of Powers, too 
heavy to be borne, they will make the Cauſe of the 
Church ſuch a Load upon its Friends, that the Torrent 
of publick Reſentment will be ſtronger than any Mini- 


ſter can ſtem; the Paſſions of Mankind unreaſonably 


provoked, will not be eaſily appeaſed, and though 4 a ſmall 
arge might have contented every one in the Begin- 
ning, 
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ning, yet when popular Rape is too far incenſed, 4 great 


* will not ſatisfy in the End. 


Nothing fo much calms and ſweeteris Mankind, as the 


frank Redreſs of a Crying Grievance. Any ſingle 
' Hardſhip generouſly taken away, diſpoſes the Bulk of 
; Mankind to. endure a thouſand ; they are ſubdued by 


Gentleneſs and Mercy; but grow refti and head-ftrong 


under Opprefſion. 


In all Societies wad 8 . it is ten from the Pariſh 
Prieſt to the Prince and Ruler of the Country, that He 


ho asks with the greateſt Moderation is dai with the 


greateſt Liberality, - 
I am therefore moſt deat, That the Country Parſon i is 


an Enemy to the Intereſt of his Order, by Obſtinately 


oppoſing that Eaſe which the People rieved by Tythe 
are likely to obtain by this Bill. K 


. © Heſays indeed, That paſſing this Bill in Comqpliance 
© to the Obflinate Quakers, will make them be eſteem'd 


as Conſeſſors, who by their Steadineſs have made the 
Law give Way, and exalted their miſguided Conſcien- 


| ces above the property of their F mn. 0 


„But, 
May it not be ſaid with greater Truth! 5 


That rejecting this Bill, in Compliance to the Obfti- 

1 nate Clergy, will make them be conſidered as a Dead 

Weight upon the Conſtitution ; which, by its continual 

Obſttuction, keeps common Fuſtice at a Stand, and ex- 

alts the Ambition of Churchmen above the Rights of their 
Fellow- Subjects. 


Is any property in the Kingdom ſacred from Re- 


1 * beſides theirs? Or, is it fit that any ſhould 


"ack not the Wiſdom of Parliament provided Laws 
for the Limitation of Suits, and for the prevention of 
Privoleu s and Vexatious Arreſts ? 

Have not Acts been made to regulate the Courts, and 
Officers of Jultice, to diſcharge Priſoners for RG and 


to reform the Goals? 


þ v.- 
Did any Man oppoſe theſe Acts by Claims of Birth- 
right i in the Law, and Inſolent Demande of Property, as 


if the Law could ſtand in Obſtruction to publick Juſtice, 
or 
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br Proper ty in vary one be a Reaſon for the Oppreſſon of 


all. 


: To adjuſt the Bounds of Progiarty? and to make the | 


Ne of every Subject compatible with the Safety of 
ine; reſt, are the higheſt Ends of Government: | 

And therefore all Opinions, all Practices, which tend 
to the Exemption of any order of Men from publick 
Enquiry, or. publick Juſtice, are utterly inconſiſtent 
with Government and Society. 

If.an Order of. Men have Advantages from Law; 
which are inconſiftent with Juſtice, ought not the Law 


to give Way for the tree Courſe of Juſtice ? Or ought 


the Legiſlative Power to exiſt in vain?: 

Is it to be a Power, which in any. Caſe having been 
miſguided to oppreſs, ſhall for ever remain without Capa- 
CRY to right the injured Subject? 

If Arguments of this ſort had prevailed with our Fa- 
thers, we ſhould have continued as abſolute Bigots and 
Slaves to the Church, at this Hour, as our Fellow Chri- 
flians are in Italy and Spuinn. 

If Arguments of this ſort prevail for the time to come 
we ſhall never be allowed to repeal or amend any Law 
Beneficial to the Prieſthood, however Grievous to the 


People, ſince the Prieſts claim a Birtbright in the Law, 
to bound the Legiſlative Power. 


But, | | 
The Bill ought to paſs, were it only for 5 lake of 
an Example, that it is not in the Power of a Mitred 


Doctor, by his Letters Miſſiue ſtirring up Petitions from 


every Dioceſe, to intimidate an Houſe of Commons in 
a Matter of this high Concern to the Juſtice of the 
Kingdom. 

If ſuch Arts are ſucceſsful to encreaſe the Waſte Po. 


. per on the Clerks Table, J hope, a Body of Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen will never weigh Petitions in Quantity againſt 
any Bill wbatever; eſpecially Bills for the Reformation 


of the Church, againſt which, they are certain of hav- 
ing as many Remonſtrances - as there are Deaneries, 


Arch-dæaconeries, Chapters, Colleges, or Eccleſiaſtical 
.. Precincts in Ezgland, ORs; and the Townot Berwick 


upon Tweed, 


Another 
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Another Reaſon that the Bill ſhould paſs, is, that f it 


4 4 fs, the Clergy are deſirous to have it made general. 
his ſeems to be the only equitable Propoſition in the 


Enns Parſon's Plea; Though I have been told, that 
his Brethren wiſely hope to defeat the Bill, by extending 


the Benefit of it to ALL the People of Lig land! But, 
I cannot believe, that any Man livich 1 will diſlike a 


Bill becauſe he and his Friends are to ſhare the good Ef- 


fects of it, as well as the People called Quater s. 
Nor, will I imagine, that any fet oi Men can be fo 
ſimple as to be againſt this Act for the Eaſe ot the Qua- 


kers, on Account of its being {highly expedient for 
oy one elf. 


I am exceedingly Aer that it may be made gene- 


SS and, that the Committee of the whole Houſe may ſe- 
cure not only the Quakers, but the whole People of Eng- 


| land from Eccleſiaſtical Oppreſſion. Vet, 
If it ſhould paſs confined to the Quakers only (which 


I am credibly informed that People do not defire ;) 
It ſhall nevertheleſs have my hearty Concurrence, 


Becauſe, when a Law is obtained of ſo much good 
to one Part of the Subjects, it will be more eaſy to pro- 
Cure the like Relief for all the reſt; And, 


An Houſe of Commons will have this act of Indubs 


25 nce to build upon, as the Foundation of univerſal Li- 


For this Reaſon, + 
We ought to favour the Quakers as the firſt Movers in 


| 105 Cauſe of Liberty; and notwithſtanding the unhand- 
ſome and unwarrantable Language which ſome of the 
f Clergy beſtow upon this innocent People, 


I will ay what my Experience of them can wut 


| (nor was J without a full Knowledge of them | in the for- 
* Part of my Life;) 


They deſerve Protection and Indulgence as oh As 
any Part of his Majeſty's Subjects : | 


They are unqueſtionably attached to the Succeſſion f in 


his Proteſtant Royal Family, and zealous 1 in promoting 
the Felicity of his Reign: 


They are naturally intereſted in the Liberties of Bos ng- 


land, as a People whoſe Religion can have NO other Re- 
SO 3 
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Prieſt craft may be ſeen in St. Fames's- 


1 1 * 
ars univerſally em in Tie and Tnduf- 
* 3 * have the ay end of Members either 


N Rich, or miſerably Poor; and, they are 
the leaſt to be accuſed of Luxury, Corruption, or LA 2 


SviTs of any Bet of Men in the en. 
And, in Juſtice to their Principles, 
I have ever thought their Religion to be well deferving 


of Countenance from a F ree and Wiſe Crovernment. | 


For, | 
It tends to eſtabliſh no Hiemrolvy, to ee no 


Property, to inveſt no Lands in uſe cleſy or dangerous So- 


cieties, to form no Intereſt ſeparate from the common 


Good, to detach no Part of the People from natural In- 


duftry, nor to enflave any other Part ”y Bigottry and 


blind Depe ndance. 


If Gs] little Singularity i in their Forms may occafion 
Witleſs Drollery. on their Perſons, Wiſe Men will ex- 


euſe them, from the good Effects even of their moſt ri- 


gid Inſtitution. For, 
Ry this Means they orpſerve a Modeſty of Apparel 


amongſt their People, which no Sumptuary Laws that | 
have been made in England could produce amongſt us; 


and, a Purity of Manners, which ſhew our Reforming 
Societies to be as deſpicable as they are Uſeleſs, or Worſe, 


If they are deſcribed by thoſe that do not know them, 
as iF and ungraceful i in their Deportment, fo far is it from 

being true, there are not any People in the World of 
more flowing Affability, more ſocial Kindneſs, and ea 2 


Humanity than many of the uakers, who are 


with ſtiffneſs of Behaviour by the * Prieſthood ; tho? ales | 


is not a Day of Sunſhine, but the exp refs ; Image of al 
ark, cloathed 
in Church Buckram, with that inſolent Grimace and 


powerleſs Formality, which would not leſs move the Con- 


tempt of a Quaker, than. the Indignation « of a Gentle- 


Laſtly, 8 
If thed Quakers are ales by a "PRE IA Perſon as 
not regarding their Duties to Gop and the K1NG, becauſe 
they will not yield T'ythe to the Clergy ; 
It may for the Concluſion of this Diſcourſe, be juſtly 
pbſerved 1 in their 9 avour; T . 5 
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7 69 ] N 
"i As to their Duty to Almighty Gov, 

Not conceiving the Clergy to have any Richt of 
Maintenance from Reaſon or Revelation, this People 
who do not pay it, are — in refuſing it. | 
S Bus... | | 
1 That the Clergy, who whenever they adminiſter the ES 
b | Gohe! by Deputation, rarely give their Subſtitute a bet= 
ter Maintenance, than any Gentleman gives to a Livery 
7 Y Servant : 

0 Should tax the Laity, and encumber the Lend, to be 
maintained in the Luxury of Lords, and. the Pride of 
© Sovereign Princes: Z 1 


Or, | 
| Should , in the Inſtance of every Country Parſon, think 
it reaſonable to demand in recompence for the Cure of | | 
13 five Times, nay frequently ten Times, as much | 
as any Parſon alive will pay 1 Curate for diſcharging the | 
3 | Office i in his Stead; | 
Is ſuch a Contradiction, 65 full of Enormity and Im- 
5 poſture, as gives not only every Quaker, but every Man 
Cauſe to conclude, that all of the Profeſſion ask more 
than any of them deſerve, 12 their own Rule of paying 
Priefts Mages. 
E A 
2. As to their Duty to the KinG, 
| The Quakers never were queſtioned till they were re- 1 
flected on by this Country Parſon, whoſe Loyalty perhaps , 
wants a better Argument to convince the World of its | 
Sincerity, than this immoderate Zeal for Tythe: , 1 
A Parſon, of whom it may be fairly ſaid, becauſe it 
is notoriouſly true, 
That he had fo far abandoned the Obligation of kis | 
7 Oaths, as to have no Method of making the World ſuſ- 
pect Him of Ordinary Allegiance, but by the moſt pro- : 
Kia Compliances and, that He was a Facobite in all 3 
Men's Opinion, till, as the loweſt Implement an Advo- | | 
5 cate of Corruption, He ſhew'd the 7/higgs, that with him 
it was more natural to be the Slave of their Power, than 
2 Proſely te to their Principles of Liberty. 
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 #Þ From ſuch a Man, ſuch a Charge of nat regarding 
'Ki 2 IS Duties to God , and the Kine, Fas, to be confiderey 
—_ | as pure Defamation on the Quakers, proceeding from ; 
l Malevolence to the Rights of All Mankind z b 
; 0 It can make no Impreſſion to their Diſadvantage; * 
—_ -- , a therefore 1 WINDY hope, that the Bil ſhall ; 
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